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The Travel Diary ofa Philosopher
Count Hermann Keyserling
Translated [from German] by J. Holroyd Reece
[Excerpt]

The impulse which drives me into the wide world is precisely the same as that
which drives so many into monastries - the desire for self-realization... I want to
let the climate of the Tropics, the Indian modes of consciousness, the Chinese
code of life, and many other factors which I cannot envisage in advance, to
work their spell on me, one after the other, and then watch what will become
of me. [p.14, 16]

*

I have really strayed beyond India. Leafless trees, the cold, clear air of winter -
broad, dusty high roads on which men wander about, whose physical type is
familiar to me. Curious: between Afghanistan and Russia there lies a whole
world. Every district of Central Asia is inhabited by different tribes, possessing
differing histories and cultures, with different customs and manners; and yet
to-day one psychic atmosphere is spread from the Khyber Pass to the Ural
Mountains. In this atmosphere all significance disappears. In Peshawar murders
take place daily,and gaily coloured Indian shawls are for sale what does it
matter? Everything might just as well not happen at all, or happen differently.
The meaning of life here is not changed by one event more or less, by one event
of this or of another kind. The camels march one behind the other in long,
endless rows. Century follows century in one long, unending sequence.
Millions of similar people die rhythmically one after another, sometimes
violently, sometimes naturally, all with the stereotyped expression of a shrug of
the shoulders.

I am seized by that infinite melancholy for which only the Russians
possess the right word: Urrynie. I want nothing, lack nothing, I have no
demonstrable reason for it, I am just melancholy. My soul is hollowed out, as it
were. This Asia knows no vibrations of a mental kind. The rays which I radiate
myself disappear in endless space, but I lack the inner power to arrest them. The
result is a feeling of emptiness which makes me profoundly miserable. And

then, alien, brutal forces enter into me the thoughts and desires which may



A

dwell in the wild hearts of Afghan cattle-thieves. I can hardly resist them, so
suddenly do they assail me. And then I recognise in horror that they are not at
all as alien to my inner self as I had thought: in me too there is somewhere, deep
down, a crude Central Asiatic, and I curse the air which has let him be wakened
from his slumber.

Yet this world contains possibilities for unique greatness. When the storm
is let loose over the desert, whole mountains of sand are piled up which roll on
like waves. Such storm forces have several times been embodied in men. They
were beings without souls or sense, without inward aim or feeling for values;
they hardly possessed any human consciousness. But on the other hand, the
elemental force of the desert storm was in them. Like grains of sand they drove
nations before them, burying cultures under mountains of sand. But if these did
not remain, then everything was once more as if nothing had happened, as if
their invasion had been an evil dream. These conquerors represent intrinsically
non-spiritual powers. But greatness, yes, superhuman greatness, cannot be
denied to Attila and Jenghiz Khan.

And to think that here, and not even at such an immeasurable distance of
time, lay the very centre of Buddhistic culture! That the Valley of Kabul was the
holy land of Mahayana doctrine, longed for by every searcher from the land of
the five streams to the Japanese sea, the scene of the blending of the Hellenic
and Indian spirits in art, culture and religion, to which all the later
developments of the Far East can originally be traced! Central Asia was, for
thousands of years, the source of all spiritual influences on earth. But as the
waters dried up and the gardens withered to the dust of the desert, the spirit
vanished irretrievably from this parched atmosphere, and the extremest forms of

barbarism became the heir to the extreme of culture. [pp.195-6]
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James H. Cousins. Samadarsana (Synthetic Vision) - A Study of
Indian Psychology. Ganesh, Madras

Muhammad Siddique (1983), p.20
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Sialkot City
4th June 1925

My dear Sahibzada,

I have read with great interest your excellent Note on Islamic Studies to
which, it seems, you have given a great deal of thought and attention. The
subject has to be looked at from various points of view and in reference to the
birth or rather rebirth of humanism in the world of Islam today. However, I beg
to offer a few stray thoughts which have come to me. Before I proceed further I
would state the object of what you call Islamic Studies as follows:

1. To educate and train well-qualified theologians, divines, etc. (This is
your first object on page 4 of your letter and I fully agree with it).

2. To produce scholars who may, by their researches in the various
branches of Muslim literature and thought, be able to trace genetically the
continuity of intellectual life between Muslim culture and modern knowledge.
This requires a little more elucidation. The political fall of Islam in Europe
unfortunately took place, roughly speaking, at a moment when Muslim thinkers
began to see the futility of deductive science and were fairly on the way to
building inductive knowledge. It was practically at this time that Europe took
up the task of research and discovery. Intellectual activity in the world of Islam
practically ceased from this time and Europe began to reap the fruits of the
labours of Muslim thinkers.

The Humanist movement in Europe was due to the forces set free by
Muslim thought. It is not at all an exaggeration to say that the fruits of modern
European humanism in the shape of modern science and philosophy are in
many ways only a further development of Muslim culture. Neither the European
nor the Mussalman of today realizes this important fact because the extant
works of Muslim thinkers still lie scattered and unpublished in the libraries of
Europe, Asia and Africa.

The ignorance of the Mussalmans of today is so great that they consider

AY
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thoroughly anti-Islamic what has in the main arisen out of the bosom of their
own culture. If, for instance, a Muslim savant knew that something like the
theory of Einstein was seriously discussed in the scientific circles of Islam
(Abul Ma'ali quoted by Averroes), the present theory of Einstein would appear
to him less outlandish. Again his antipathy to modern inductive logic would be
very much diminished if he knew that the whole system of modern Logic
started from Razi's well-known objection to deductive logic of Aristotle.

The production of such scholars is absolutely necessary as they alone can
help in the assimilation of modern knowledge.

3. To turn out Muslim scholars well-versed in the various aspects of
Muslim History, Art, General Culture and Civilization. (This is really your third
object mentioned on page

4 of your letter, which I have a bit narrowed by excluding science and
philosophy from its scope.) This will include your object No. 2.

4. To produce scholars who may be fitted to carry on re-searches in the
legal literature of Islam. As you know, our legal literature, a good deal of which
is still unpublished, is simply enormous. In my opinion it should be treated as a
separate branch of Muslim learning. (By law I mean the law relating to figh
only).

It is in the light of these general considerations that we should. Devise a
scheme of Islamic Studies in the Muslim University at Aligarh.

I will now proceed to consider the practical aspect of the matter:

The Study of Muslim Theology: Our first object in which-we both agree
is the training of well-qualified theologians to satisfy the spiritual needs of the
community.

But the spiritual needs of a community change with the expansion of that
community's outlook on life. The change in the position of the individual, his
intellectual liberation and infinite advance in natural sciences have entirely
changed the substance of modern life so that the kind of scholasticism or
theological thought which satisfied a Muslim in the Middle Ages would not
satisfy him today. This does not mean an injury to the spirit of religion. But it
certainly contradicts traditional view. If rejuvenation of Muslim life and the
regaining of original depths are desirable then a rebuilding of theological

thought is absolutely necessary. The vision of Sir Syed Ahmad Khan on this
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point, as on many others, was al-most prophetic. As you know he himself
undertook the task, which did not, and could not, prosper because it was mainly
based on the philosophical thought of a bygone age. I am afraid I cannot agree
with your suggested syllabus in Muslim Theology (para 4 of your letter). In my
opinion it is perfectly useless to institute a school of Muslim Theology on older
lines unless it is your object to satisfy the more conservative portion of our
community. Spiritually, the older theology is, generally speaking, a set of worn
out ideas; educationally, it has no value in view of the rise of new, and
restatement of old problems. What is needed today is intellectual activity in
fresh channels and the building of a new theology and Kalam. This can
obviously be done by men who are properly equipped for such a task. But how
to produce such men?

I fully agree with you in your suggestion that a system be devised for
utilizing the best material from Deoband and Lucknow. But the point is: what
would you do with these men after having trained them up to the Intermediate
standard? Would you make them B.A.'s and M.A.'s after the suggestion of Sir
Thomas Arnold? I am sure that so far as the study and development of
theological thought is concerned they will not serve your purpose.

These Deoband and Lucknow men who disclose a special aptitude for
theological thinking should, in my opinion, be given a thorough grounding in
modern thought and science before you allow them to pass through Arnold's
course, which, for their purpose, will have to be very much shortened. After
completing their study of modern thought and science they may be required to
attend lectures on such subjects in Arnold's course as have a direct bearing on
their special study, e.g. sects of Islam and Muslim Moral and Metaphysical
Philosophy. With this equipment they may be made University Fellows to give
original lectures on Muslim Theology, Kalam and Tafsir. Such men alone will
be able to found a new school of Muslim Theology in the University and serve
our object No. 1. My suggestion, therefore, is that if you wish to satisfy the
more conservative portion of our society you can start with a school of theology
on older lines as suggested in para 4 of your letter but your ultimate aim must
be gradually to displace it by the work of original thinkers produced in the
manner [ have suggested.

Coming now to our second object, those among the Lucknow and
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Deoband men who disclose a special aptitude for purely scientific research
should be given a thorough grounding in Mathematics, Science or Philosophy
according to their respective aptitudes. After having completed their study in
modern science and thought they may be permitted to pass through Arnold's
course, which will have to be shortened for their purpose also.

For instance, a man who has studied Physical Science only should be
called upon to attend lectures on "Science in the Muslim World", Arnold's No.
3 in the M. A. course. You can then make him a University Fellow to devote all
his time to researches in the particular science he has studied.

Coming to our third object, Arnold's full course should be opened to
those who do not happen to possess a special aptitude for science or philosophy
but want general training in the principles of Muslim culture and civilisation.
But this need not be con-fined to men from Deoband or Nadwa only. Your own
University men with a better knowledge of Arabic may take it up. I would find
a place for Muslim art and architecture in this course.

Coming to our fourth object, i.e. the study of Muhammadan Law and.
Legal History, we should pick up more brilliant men from Deoband and
Lucknow who happen to possess a legal mind and disclose a special aptitude
for legal subtleties. In view of the fact that the whole system of Muhammedan
Law stands in need of constructive readjustment we should give them a
thorough grounding in modern jurisprudence and principles of legislation and
perhaps also in modern Economics and Sociology. You can make them L.L.B.'s
if you like and then permit them to pass through Arnold's course, which will
have to be shortened in their case also. For instance, they may be required to
attend lectures on such subjects as Muslim Political Theory and Development
of Muslim Jurisprudence. Some of them may be allowed to take up the
profession of law. Others may accept your University Fellow-ship and devote
themselves to legal research work. The present state of the administration 6f
Muhammedan Law in this country is simply deplorable and there are
difficulties which can be solved through legislative agencies only.
Muhammedan professional lawyer thoroughly well-grounded in the principles
of Muhammedan Law will be of the greatest help both in court and council.

Briefly, my suggestions are: I accept the course of study suggested by Sir

Thomas Arnold. But the whole of it should be opened only to those candidates
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who do not disclose a special aptitude for Law, Theology and Science. In so far
as the study of Theology is concerned, I allow your suggestions (Para 4 of your
letter) but consider it is only a tentative measure to be displaced eventually by
the work of original thinkers, who shall have to be trained in the manner I have
suggested in the course of my letter. For these men as well as for those who
take up the study of Law and Special Science, Arnold's course will have to be
shortened according to their needs. It is hardly necessary here to point out that a
workable knowledge of German and Freneh is absolutely necessary for those
who take up the study of Muslim thought, literature, art, history and even of
Theology.

Yours sincerely

Muhammad Igbal
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Self in the Light of Relativity

1

The ease with which we perceive external things hides from us the
mystery of human perception. According to modern science all that is necessary
for an act of perception happens inside the observer; yet the thing perceived
appears outside, and even at an enormous distance from the observe, as in the
case of a star. If the star is mere interpretation of happenings within, then, why
does it look external? You may say that it looks external because it is external. I
do not contend this point. The star may be a reality situated outside me in an
absolute space. My point is that if the account of perception given by modern

science is correct, the star ought not to look external.

I

But is the thing known independent of the act of knowledge? Or, is the
act of knowledge a constitutive element in the making of the object? Objective
reality, as understood by Physical Science, is entirely independent of the act of
knowledge. Knowing does not make any difference to it. It is whether one
knows it or not. In studying its behaviour the act of knowledge can be ignored.
Thus, Physics ignored Metaphysics in the sense of theory of knowledge in its
onward march. But this attitude of Physical Science, though highly
advantageous to itself, could not have been maintained for a long time. The act
of knowledge is a fact among facts of experience which Empirical Science

claims as its exclusive subject of study. Physics cannot afford to ignore
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Metaphysics. It must recognize it as a great ally in the organization of
experience. Happily it is not a Metaphysician but a Scientist who justifies
Metaphysics - I mean Einstein, who has taught us that the knower is intimately
related to the object known, and that the act of knowledge is a constitutive
element in the objective reality, thus confirming, in a sense, the idealistic
position of Kant. A further advance in our knowledge of the relationship
between the act of knowledge and the object known will probably come from
Psychology.

I

The object known, then, is relative to the observing self; its size and
shape change as his position and speed change. But whatever the position and
speed of the observer, whatever his frame of reference, something must always
remain which confronts him as his 'other'. What does this mean? Does it mean
that there is something absolute in what appears to us as objective reality? No,
we cannot construe ever-present externality to mean the total independence or
absoluteness of what appears as external to the self. Such an interpretation
would contradict the very principle which discloses its relativity. If, then, in
view of the principle of relativity, the object confronting the subject is really
relative, there must be some self to whom to cease to exist as a confronting
‘other’. This self must be non-spatial, non-temporal-Absolute, to whom what is
external to us must cease to exist as external. Without such an assumption
objective reality cannot be relative to the spatial and temporal self. To the
Absolute Self, then the Universe is not a reality confronting him as his 'other’, it
is only a passing phase of His consciousness, a fleeting moment of His infinite
life. Einstein is quite right in saying that the Universe is finite, but boundless. It
is finite because it is a passing phase (/\, in the Quranic language) of God's
extensively infinite consciousness, and boundless because the creative power of
God is intensively infinite. The Quranic way of expressing the same truth is that
the Universe is liable to increase. This simple truth mentioned in the Qur'an was
the greatest blow given to the Deductive systems of thought that existed before
Islam, and to the circular view of the movement of Time, common to all the
Aryan modes of thought. But the age of the Qur'an was hardly ready to

assimilate it.
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We have seen that the Universe does not confront the Absolute Self in the
same way as it confronts the human self. To Him it is a phase of His
consciousness to us it presents itself as an independent reality. But is the human
self also a phase of God's consciousness, or something more substantial than a
mere idea? The nature of self is such that it is self-centered and exclusive. Are,
then, the Absolute Self and the human self so related to each other that they
mutually exclude each other? Pringle-Pattison deplores that the English
language possesses only one word - creation - to express the relation of God
and the Universe on the one hand, and the relation of God and the self of man
on the other. The Arabic language is, however, more fortunate in this respect. It
has two words to express this relation, i.e., khalq and amr. The former is used
by the Qur'an to indicate the relation of the Universe of matter to God, and the
latter indicates the relation of the human self to the Divine Self. All that we can
say in answer to the extremely difficult question raised above is that the amr is
not related to God in the same way as the khalq is. The amr is distinct but not
isolated from God. But I confess I cannot intellectually apprehend this

relationship any more than Rumi, who says:

U F & U
Jbyb W JUI - &=t
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The next question is whether it is possible for the human observer to
reach the Divine point of view, and to realise its freedom from the universe as a
confronting "other." The mystic says it is possible to reach a super-intellectual
standpoint, and his method is to escape from the conditions which make the
movement of intellect possible. The mystic method has attracted some of the
best minds in the history of mankind. Probably there is something in it. But I
am inclined to think that it is detrimental to some of the equally important
interests of life, and is prompted by a desire to escape from the arduous task of
the conquest of matter through intellect. The surest way to realise the
potentialities of the world is to associate with its shifting actualities. I believe
that Empirical Science-association with the visible-is an indispensable stage in

the life of contemplation. In the words of the Qur'an, the Universe that
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confronts us in not 'Jb L". It has its uses; and the most important use of it is that
the effort to overcome the obstruction offered by it sharpens our insight and
prepares us for an insertion into what lies below the surface of phenomena. As
the poet Naziri says:
)“/u":;/”'ﬂéfﬁ.’ffcf”ﬁ;
o Sm B bl F e
A keen insight is needed to see the non-temporal behind the perpetual
flux of things. The mystic forgets that reality lives in its own appearances, and
that the surest way to reach the core of it lies through its appearances. The
Prophet of Arabia was the first to protest against this unhealthy Asiatic
mysticism, and to open our eyes to the great fact of change within and without
through the appreciation of which alone it is desirable to reach the eternal. The
Qur'an describes God as (0L 25205 | 5) and fixes our gaze on change and
variety as the greatest "Signs" of God. Thus the Qur'an has its own method for
the elevation of the human self to the Divine standpoint. But I can only suggest

this method in the following paragraph.

VI

"The impulse which drives me into the wide world is precisely the same
as that which drives so many into monastries-the desire for self-realization." So
says Count Keyserling in his Diary recently translated into English. The Count
is quite right. The world of matter which confronts the self of man as its "other"
is an indispensable obstruction which forces our being into fresh formations. I
am afraid, however, that the Count's view of self-realisation is one-sided. He
tells us further. "I want to let the climate of the Tropics, the Indian modes of
consciousness, the Chinese code of life, and many other factors which I cannot
envisage in advance, to work their spell on me, one after the other, and then
watch what will become of me." Now, such a process may bring about the
realisation of our intellectual self. It may give us an acute thinker who can work
out the spell of impressions into a coherent system of ideas, but it cannot shape
our clay into an ideal human being. The intellectual self is only one aspect of
the activity of our total self. The realisation of the total self comes not by
merely permitting the wide world to throw its varied impressions on our mind,

and then watching what becomes of us. It is not merely by receiving and
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intellectually shaping the impressions, but mainly by moulding the stimuli to
ideal ends and purposes that the total self of man realizes itself as one of the
greatest energies of nature. In great action alone the self of man becomes united
with God without losing its own identity, and transcends the limits of space and

time. Action is the highest form of contemplation.

Razzaqi
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The Inner Synthesis of Life

The spirt of Ancient India aimed at the discovery of God and found Him.
Fortified by this valuable possession Modern India ought to focus on the
discovery of man as a personality as an independent "whole" in all-embracing
synthesis of life if she wants to secure a permanent foundation of her New
Nationalism. But does our education today tend to awaken' in us such a sense of
inner wholeness? My answer is no. Our education does not recognise man as a
problem, it impresses on us the visible fact of multiplicity without giving us an
insight into the inner unity of life, and thus tends to make us more and more
immersed in our physical environment. The soul of man is left untouched and
the result is a superficial knowledge with a mere illusion of culture and
freedom. Amidst this predominantly intellectual culture which must accentuate
separate centres with the "whole" the duty of higher minds in India is to reveal
the inner synthesis of life.

The Indian Review, Madras, Vol. XXVII, No.1 (January 1926), p.2

Sherwani
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Religion in the Making

Preface

This book consists of four lectures on religion delivered in King's
Chapel, Boston, during February, 1926. The train of thought which was
applied to science in my Lowell lectures of the previous year, since
published under the title, Science and the Modern World, is here
applied to religion. The two books are independent, but it is inevitable
that to some extent they elucidate each other by showing the same way
of thought in different applications.

The aim of the lectures was to give a concise analysis of the
various factors in human nature which go to form a religion, to exhibit
the inevitable transformation of religion with the transformation of
knowledge, and more especially to direct attention to the foundation of
religion on our apprehension of those permanent elements by reason of
which there is a stable order in the world, permanent elements apart

from which there could be no changing world.



9o (8PF 336 Cs Fr G

Alfred North Whitehead
Harvard University
March 13, 1926

[Excerpt]

A religion, on its doctrinal side, can thus be defined as a system of general
truths which have the effect of transforming character when they are sincerely

held and vividly apprehended. [p.5]

Science (at least as a temporary methodological device) can rest upon a naive
faith; religion is the longing for justification. When religions ceases to seek for
penetration, for clarity, it is sinking back into its lower forms. The ages of faith

are the ages of rationalism. [p.73]
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The Story of Philosophy
by Will Durant
[Excerpt]
Fur thermore, religious unanimity seemed to the elders their
sole means of preserving the little Jewish group in
Amsterdam from disintegration, and almost the last means
of preserving the unity, and so ensuring the survival of the
scattered Jews of the world. If they had their own state,
their own civil law, their own establishments of secular
force and power, to compel internal cohesion and external
respect, they might have been more tolerant; but their
religion was to them their patriotism as well as their faith;
the synagogue was their centre of social and political life as
well as of ritual and worship; and the. Bible, whose veracity
Spinoza had impugned, was the "Portable Fatherland" of
their people; under the circumstances they thought heresy

was treason, and toleration suicide.
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...My submission is that money should be spent towards the
reduction of taxes, that is to say, towards the removal of the
anomaly which exists in our system of taxation. The
anomaly I mean is this: that we do not apply the principle of
progression in the case of land revenue whereas we apply
that principle in the case of income-tax.

The reason why this principle is not applied to land
revenue is sometimes found in the barbarous theory that all
land belongs to the Crown. Neither in ancient India nor
even in the days of the Mughals the Sovereign ever claimed
universal ownership. This is the historical aspect of the
matter. The Taxation Enquiry Committee also has accepted
this position, though half the members of that Committee
were of the opinion that land revenue could not be
described as a tax, the other half being of the opinion that it
is in the nature of a tax. But the fact remains that in this
country the Sovereign never claimed any such rights. We
are told that the Mughals claimed such rights; but the
people of the Punjab owned and possessed the land of this
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country long before the race of Babar entered into
history-the unmistakable lesson of which is that Crowns
come and go; the people alone are immortal.

I submit, therefore, that in this twentieth century such a
theory, even if it existed in any country at anytime, cannot
hold good... We should apply the principle of progression
to land revenue. At present all land is subject to land
revenue. Whether a man holds two kanals or 200 kanals of
land, he is liable to pay the revenue. In the case of
income-tax the principle of ability or the principle of
progression is applied-that is to say, there is a graduated
scale and some people do not pay income-tax at all. My
submission, therefore, is that the Council should consider
the question of the reduction of taxes in the light of this
principle.

Sherwani
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A disinterested foreign government is a contradiction in
terms. The foreign government in this country wants to
keep the people ignorant. A foreign government is a kind of
Roman Catholic Church trying to suppress all the agencies
but tend to enlighten the laity... Can anybody deny in this
House or outside this House that mass education is
absolutely essential in the interest of the people? Primary
education, secondary education, professional or vocational
education are all various aspects of the same problem of
mass education... A very large number of boys join the first
class but the money spent upon them is wasted as most of
them fail to reach the higher classes. If you are spending a
very large amount of money on them, then it is your duty to
see that they reach the higher classes. Make them reach the
higher classes by compulsion. Therefore my submission is
that in so far as primary education is concerned, it is
absolutely necessary in the interest of this province to adopt

the principle of compulsion at once.

Sherwani
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In this Council impassioned speeches for intercommunal
unity are made. We are asked to constitute joint committees
and conciliation boards. But I wish to bring home this
lesson to everybody in this Council that procrastination will
not mend matters. If you want to do anything, do it without
further loss of time. I wonder if the members have realised
the fact that we are actually living in a state of civil war. If
stringent measures are not taken to put this down, the
atmosphere of the whole province will be poisoned.

I support Chaudhri Zafarullah Khan from the bottom of
my heart that a round table conference should be held at the



I8P 19836 G For Iz

earliest possible moment in which Government should also
be asked to participate. This conference should carefully
consider the present situation and suggest ways to suppress
the existing communal tension. If this communal hatred
permeates the rest of the country and the people living in
villages also come to loggerheads, God alone knows where

eventually it will land us.
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This Council recommends to the Government that in future
all posts under Government in all departments should be
filled by open competition as far as possible; and where this
cannot be done and selection has to be made the most
highly qualified candidate should be selected without

regard to caste, creed or colour.
S otelseZ S P &1 Sede St i palde g A
:Joﬁj?
=3n e S Y St L F Sy
_9usfzruﬁ
e S S st e L S W R i
6o A el S s Bt e snl g 5T
A1 AL L st It b Jo et
WG e S te A P e Sl L
W1t uwj)ﬁﬁ(communities)ﬂ }(j?j-u.f"l b TS s LS &l
Sl Lo e o
%UJIQQIL'LGA_‘L;;A/‘J Sl U A St 1



(VAN

0 di(, Vier ng’/‘f BLAF ‘L(f:&/}/}d/&f ):/vlloé

On the Resolution regarding Filling of Posts
by OpenCompetitive Examination

Speech delivered by Dr. Sir Muhammad Igbal in the
session of the Punjab Legislative Council
Simla, 19th July, 1927

Sir, after the Honourable Finance Member's speech, which
to my mind constitutes a most crushing reply to the
resolution as framed," it is hardly possible for anyone hi
this House to make a substantial addition to the discussion.
However, I cannot but admire the innocent idealism of
Sardar Ujjal Singh, which idealism, like all idealisms, sees
everything except realities. I can assure my honourable
friend that the principle of competition, pure and simple, is
absolutely inapplicable in this country, especially in this
province. I suppose many honourable members of this
House know that such a non-communal institution as, the
Punjab University has had to adopt the system of fictitious
roll numbers in the various University examinations. The
examiner, according to this system, does not know as to the
caste or creed or colour of the candidate whose paper he is
examining or the college from which he comes. This
system was adopted because it was feared that Hindu
examiners might fail Muhammadan candidates and

Muhammadan examiners might fail Hindu candidates -

VOICES: Shame!
IQBAL: Yes, it is a shameful thing; but it does exist. With all that

both Hindu and Muhammadan candidates leave certain
marks in their examination papers to indicate to the
examiner the candidate's caste or creed. Only the other day,
I was reading the LL.B. examination papers. I found the

number "786" which is the numerical value of an Arabic
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formula and on others I found "Om" marks meant to invoke
the blessing of God as well as to reveal to the examiner the
community of the candidate. Such is the state of things in a
non-communal institution. Take another instance. During
the recent riots in Lahore, both Hindu and Muhammadan
citizens went in deputations to the Deputy Commissioner
on several occasions-each community complaining of the
investigating officers belonging to the opposite community.
I happened to be a member of one such deputation.

VOICES: Shame!

IQBAL.: It is not a matter to be ashamed of. We have to see things
as they are; and it is a pity that they have come to such a
pass. You know, Sir, what the Deputy Commissioner told
us. I think he was perfectly right in saying what he did. He
said: "Before the Reform scheme came into operation, there
were 120 British Officers in the police department, but that
they were only 68 now. We have not got a sufficient
number of British officers. Both communities want
European officers."

My friend, Pandit Nanak Chand, is unfortunately not here
at the present moment. He told us that Government had
removed the colour distinction, so that the posts which
formerly went to British gentlemen now go to Hindus and
Muslims; but I assure my friend that Government had made
a very great mistake and I would welcome if there were
more British officers.

VOICES: No, no.

IQBAL: I fully realise my responsibility when I say this and I also
realise the meaning of this voice of "no, no." I am not
enamoured of that false and shallow nationalism which
speaks like this.

DR. SHAIKH MUHAMMAD ALAM: Everybody is not the
same.

IQBAL: Well, it may be so, yet the talk of a united nationalism is

1Y
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futile and will perhaps remain so for a long time to come.
The word has existed on the lips of the people of this
country for the last fifty years and like a hen it has cackled a
great deal without laying a single egg. However, I will tell
you that the state of this country is such that it is not
possible for us to introduce the principle of competition
pure and simple. The best method for the country is the one
indicated by Sir Geoffrey deMontmorency in his speech,
that is to say, the principle of competition tempered by
selection and nomination.

One other thing I should like to point out. I was very glad to hear
the honourable member for Simla. I mean his advocacy of
the Untouchables in an almost apostolic tone. I welcome it
though I do not know what Pandit Madan Mohan
Malaviya's verdict would be in this matter -

LALA MOHAN LAL: It is the same as mine.

IQBAL: Only a short time and he excommunicated one of his
nearest relatives because he had given his daughter to a
Brahmin of an inferior caste.

LALA MOHAN LAL: He did not.

IQBAL: It was in the papers and Pandit Madan Mohan was called
upon to publish a reply to open letters which were
addressed to him and he published no contradiction.
However, I welcome the change. If it is not in theory alone
and I hope that through the efforts of my friend, the
honourable member for Simla, untouchability will be
removed in this province. In the south of India we hear that
when a Brahmin is constrained to talk to an Untouchable he
must talk to some wall or tree nearby, and the Untouchable
too has to address, in reply, the same wall or the tree since
the Brahmin is too scared to be addressed by a Sudra. I
shall welcome the day when such bans are entirely removed

and the Hindus of this province adopt better principles of

equality.
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Sir, I need not say anything more with regard to the
principle of competition. My friend has pointed out certain
defects in the present system which he has enumerated. He
refers to the success of the principle of competition in other
countries. | must say that the state of things in this country
is totally different to the state of things in other countries.
For this reason the principles the application of which is
good in other countries would not apply to this country. In
this country one community is always aiming at the
destruction of the other community. Therefore the power in
whose hands lies the destiny of this country must adopt a
line of action which is calculated equally to elevate all
communities that form the population of this country. It has
been argued that the present system tends to retard the
progress of what my friend called nationality. Well, I do not
know whether it is desirable to become a nation. It is a
proposition which can be controverted but, assuming that it
is so, I would suggest that it is first desirable to develop
mutual trust in the communities of this country. The present
state of things is such that the communities do not trust
each other; they have no faith in each other. When we meet
each other we talk of nationalism, we talk of philanthropy
and of love of mankind. Only a few days ago a friend of
mine told me that he had overheard two Hindu gentlemen
talking. One of them asked the other as to what should be
our policy now. The other gentleman said: Let nationalism
be on your lips, but fix your gaze always on your own

community.

Sherwani
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Burnett Hillman Streeter. Reality — A New Co-Relation of Science to
Religion. Macmillan, London

Joseph Marechal (translated by Algar Thorold). Studies in the
Psyhology of the Mystics. Burns Oates, London

Paul Carus (edited by C. Cooh). The Point of View: an Anthology of
Religion and Philosophy Selected from the Works of Paul Carus.
Open Court Publishing Co., Chicago

Mohammad Marmaduke Pickthall. The Cultural Side of Islam - a
lecture delivered at Madras in January 1927. Hoe & Co., Madras

H. Douglas Authony. Relativity and Religion. University of London,
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Emotion as the Basis of Civilization

John Hopkins Denison

[Excerpt]

The vast difficulty of creating any sense of unity or solidarity in such a
group [i.e. composed of different nations with different traditions and outlooks]
is apparent. All historians declare that the amazing success of Islam in
dominating the world is the astounding coherence or sense of unity in the
group, but they do not explain how this miracle was worked. There can be little
doubt that the most effective means was prayer. The five daily prayers, when all
the faithful, wherever they were, alone in the grim solitude of the desert or in
the vast assemblies in a crowded city, knelt and prostrated themselves towards
Mecca, uttering the same words of adoration for the one true God and of loyalty
to His Prophet, produced an overwhelming effect even on the spectator and the
psychological effect of thus fusing the minds of the worshippers in a common
adoration and expression of loyalty is certainly stupendous. Muhammad was the
first one to see the tremendous power of public prayer as a unification culture
and there can be little doubt that the power of Islam is due in a large measure to
the obedience of the faithful to this inviolable rule of the five prayers.

The giving of alms to the poor was also a means of developing the sense
of brotherhood. So, likewise, was the pilgrimage to Mecca., the pilgrimage
proved in the end a great aid in unification, for the men of every tribe and race

met at Mecca with a common purpose and in a common worship and a feeling
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of brotherhood would not but be engendered in the process.
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Sir, the impression is gaining ground amongst the people of
this country that the Government has commercial interests
in view and is, for this reason, encouraging Western system
of medicine on the one side and discouraging indigenous
system of medicine on the other. I do not know how far this
impression has basis in truth but the fact remains that the
Unani and Ayurvedi systems of medicine do not find favour

with the Government.

In my opinion, in spite of all that the supporters of the
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Western system of medicine say, the latter has yet to learn
much from the Unani system of medicine. Many of the
books written on the Unani system and specially those
written by Najib-ud-Din Samarqandi, have not been
published. There are in the libraries of Europe many works
which, if published, are sure to serve as eye-openers to
those who boast of superiority of the Western system of
medicine. Nor can we lose sight of the fact that ours is a
poor country. Its people cannot afford an expensive system
of medicine, it is, therefore, essential to introduce and
encourage a cheaper system. From this point of view I think
our Unani and Vedic systems very much suit the people. Of
course the way in which our medicines are prepared is
defective and requires improvement. An institution is
needed to teach pharmacy. Our own system of pharmacy, I
believe, is more conducive to the health of the people than
any other methods... I think that if the Government were to
take up the question of improving the indigenous systems
of medicines seriously, these systems are sure to prove
much more useful to the people of this country. I will,
therefore, request the Government to give a little more

attention to this matter.

Sherwani

PAY
On the Resolution Regarding
Application of the Principles of Assessment of Income
Tax to the Assessment of Land Revenue
Speech delivered by Dr. Sir Muhammad Igbal in the

session of the Punjab Legislative Council
Lahore, 23rd February, 1928

Sir, I am glad to see that the Honourable Member for



For

Revenuel7 did not make any attempt to justify the present
system of assessment on the basis of State ownership of
land. He left it very wisely for the honourable member for
Simla. I am afraid this offers a fitting occasion to the
application of that humorous Punjabi proverb chor nalon
pand kalhi, that is to say-the property stolen is readier to

run away than the thief.

A VOICE: Who is the thief?
IQBAL: You may understand it as you like: Since the honourable

member for Simla has raised this point, I think it necessary
to dispose of it with a few remarks. Let me tell the
honourable representative for Simla that the first European
author to refute this theory was the French-man Perron in
the year 1777. Later in 1830 Briggs made a very extensive
inquiry as to the law and practice in India and relating to
the theory of State ownership of land. He gives in his book
an accurate description of the laws of Manu, of Muslim law
and the practices prevailing in the various parts of
India-Bengal, Malwa, the Punjab, etc., and arrives at the
conclusion that in no period in the history of India the State
ever claimed the proprietorship of land. In the time of Lord
Curzon, however, this theory was put forward, but the
Taxation Committee's report which was published
sometime ago has come to a very clear finding that this
theory has no basis at all. That is, I believe, the reason why
the Honourable Revenue Member has not tried to defend

the present system on the ground of that theory.

THE HONOURABLE MIAN SIR FAZL-I-HUSAIN: Not

necessarily.

IQBAL: Well, you did not mention it at any rate.
THE HONOURABLE MIAN SIR FAZL-I-HUSAIN: It is

irrelevant.

IQBAL: If you agree, Sir, the Honourable Member may argue on

the basis of that theory if he likes. But in his first speech on
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the subject he did not try to defend the present system of
assessment on the basis of that theory.

THE HONOURABLE MIAN SIR FAZL-I-HUSAIN: I did not
want to.

IQBAL: And we take it that the Government does not rely upon
that. However, we have to see, in the first place, how far the
present system of assessment is just. Workable it is and
sanctioned by a very old tradition; but we have first to see
whether it has justice on its side or not. My submission is
that it is not at all just. The injustice of it is perfectly clear.
If a man happens to be landowner, big or small does not
matter, he has to pay land revenue. But if a man earns from
sources other than land less than two thousand rupees a
year you don't tax him at all. That is where injustice comes
in. Nobody can deny that the system is unjust. It is no
argument to say that since there are insuperable difficulties
in the way of the removal of this injustice, therefore it must
he perpetuated. We must admit that there is injustice and
we ought to seek proper remedies in order to remove the
injustice in so far as it is possible. I have no hesitation in
admitting that there are serious difficulties in the way of the
application of the principle of income-tax to land revenue.
As a matter of fact one reason why I withdrew a more or
less similar resolution which I sent in last time was this,
that I felt that there were serious difficulties and the matter
had to be further investigated, although the difficulties that
were then in my mind have not at all been referred to by the
Honourable Revenue Member; and I need not mention
them until I have heard what other members have got to
say.

A VOICE: You cannot speak again

IQBAL: I do not then want to tell the House the difficulties that
struck me.

A VOICE: Is that a secret?
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IQBAL: It is an open secret to which the Official Secrets Act
does not apply.

The arguments that the learned Member for Revenue put
forward are, in the main, two. In the first place, he argues
that we are constantly in need of money: the province needs
money for its development, and that the Government does
not practice alchemy. I think the Government need not
practise alchemy so long as they have in their pocket all the
tillers of the soil whose hard work turns dust into gold. But
this kind of argument can be applied in defence of any kind
of evil practice which brings the required amount of money.
But assuming that this argument has force, I submit that the
deficiency caused in the land revenue by the adoption of a
different system of land revenue may be met in other ways.
For instance, we can reduce the expenditure on
administration. We can spend less on the so-called
development which is a very dignified expression for
something which has not brought us anything so far. We
can further meet it from the remissions made by the
Government of India.

Again the Honourable Revenue Member has tried to meet
the argument that the whole burden of land revenue falls on
the shoulders of the cultivator by showing that the
consumer indirectly shares in that burden. The argument is
plausible; but personally I feel very doubtful of its validity.
One must not forget the condition of things prevailing in
this province. We gave up batai long ago.

THE HONOURABLE MIAN SIR FAZL-I-HUSAIN: Not yet

IQBAL: Practically, the Land Revenue Bill does not recognise
batai.

THE HONOURABLE MIAN SIR FAZL-I-HUSAIN: There is no
amended Act yet.

IQBAL: In general practice batai is given up. I do not know what

would be the attitude of my zamindar friends. On economic
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grounds, probably the batai system, to my mind, is better.
However, the prices of the produce of the land are
determined by the demand of the consumer and the prices,
as the Honourable Finance Member19 has pointed out,
determine the amount of land revenue. But the moment the
land revenue is determined, then it becomes a fixed amount
for a number of years. If after the fixing of the amount
prices go up, then there is a chance for the seller to profit by
the rise of prices; but if the prices fall down, then I am
afraid, the consumer has really no share in the burden of
land revenue.

THE HONOURABLE MIAN SIR FAZL-I-HUSAIN: If prices
rise?

IQBAL: Well it is matter of chance. They may rise or they may
fall.

THE HONOURABLE MIAN SIR FAZL-I-HUSAIN: Then the
consumer pays.

IQBAL: I have a serious doubt about this. The whole situation
depends upon chance. If prices rise, it goes to his profit; if
the prices fall down the argument which the Honourable
Revenue Member put forward has no application. The
consumer helps in the determination of land revenue, but
after the land revenue is fixed, then the whole thing is left
to chance. We should not forget that the production is also
certain especially in areas where the land is barani. Again
the Honourable Revenue Member argued that this system
should either he continued or be given up at once. There is
no third alternative possible. In this connection I beg to say
that this is not the spirit of the resolution moved by the
honourable member from Rohtak. The spirit of the
resolution is that if you recognise that the present system is
unjust, then do something to make a beginning towards the
remedying of that injustice. Definite suggestions were made

by the honourable members who preceded me in connection

Fe



L4

with this matter. I think it is easy to do so without definitely
introducing the principle of income-tax in our land revenue
system. It can be done by amending section 48 of the Land
Revenue Act. I have already submitted an amendment to
this effect, though I am afraid the prospect for that
amendment is not very bright. I, therefore, suggest that
holdings, not exceeding five bighas and situated in
non-irrigated areas where the produce is practically fixed,
should not be liable to the payment of land revenue. This
can be done without deciding the question whether the
principle of income-tax should be applied to assessment of
land or not. This will to a certain extent remedy the
injustice in the present system. If you lay down that a
holding not exceeding five bighas is revenue-free, I do not
think there will be very great deficiency in the land revenue.
At any rate, if there is a large deficiency, I think it can
probably he met by reducing expenditure in other
directions.

Lastly, as regards the argument of the Honourable
Revenue Member, or rather the fear that he expressed that
this resolution may mean the death of the baby, the Land
Revenue Bill, and the apprehension that it will amount to
infanticide-well, in these days of birth-control, I think
infanticide does not matter especially when we know that
the child is going to be a very wicked one. I do not think it
is demanding too much if the holdings to the extent of five
bighas should be declared revenue-free. I hope that
Government will give serious consideration to this point.

Personally I agree even if you make it less than five bighas.

THE HONOURABLE MIAN SIR FAZL-I-HUSAIN: Five acres.

IQBAL: An economic holding in this province is about ten or

eleven bighas. At any rate, five bighas is half the economic
holding. I do not think that remission of land revenue in the

case of persons holding five bighas would cause very great
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deficiency.

CHAUDHRI AFZAL HAQ: Only two crores.

IQBAL: My calculation was that it was much less than two
crores.

THE HONOURABLE MIAN SIR FAZL-I-HUSAIN: Not quite
that if you let out only the two acre man.

IQBAL: Two and a half acres.

THE HONOURABLE MIAN SIR FAZL-I-HUSAIN: Gunah-i-be
lazzat [a fruitless sin].

IQBAL: If you commit this fruitless sin, it would show that there
is at least some sense of justice in you. Reference was also
made by one of the honourable members to sending a kind
of commission of inquiry to Russia. I am afraid several
commissions have already been sent to Russia, though not
from this country. My honourable friend is probably not
aware of the causes that led to the Russian revolt. It is not
necessary to detail those causes; a good deal of literature
has sprung up since the Russian revolt concerning the
things that happened and the system that has been adopted
there. Books written by such men as Bertrand Russell and
others who have devoted their time to economic questions
have appeared. But I think my honourable friend Pandit
Nanak Chand has already given an effective reply to the
proposal made by Chaudhri Afzal Haq that at the present
moment, the Punjab zamindar is not ready to give up the
right of private ownership. In this country, there are petty
landholders, there are proprietors with two bighas, two
kanals. They are practically like tenants, yet are not willing
to give up the right of private ownership. My submission,
therefore, is that Government should give some
consideration to the demand embodied in this resolution;
they should give some relief to the smaller proprietor, the
produce of whose land is obviously insufficient to maintain

his family.

reA
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You are aware that I had expressed my difference of
opinion relating to some important points-principally the
question of provincial autonomy in the first meeting of the
Draft Committee which was held at the President's
residence.

The original draft was merely tentative, meant for
eliciting opinions from other members of the League, a
large number of whom expressed their opinions in due
courseregarding the various points discussed in the original
draft.

A final draft was prepared after the receipt of these
opinions but by that time I had unfortunately fallen ill and
was, for this reason, unable to attend the discussion of the
final draft.

I now find that the extract of the League memorandum as
published in the Press makes no demand for full provincial
autonomy and suggests a unitary form of provincial
government in which law, order and justice would be
placed under the direct charge of the Governor. It is hardly
necessary for me to say that this suggestion is only a veiled
form of diarchy and means no constitutional advance at all.

Since I still stick to my opinion, which I expressed at the
first meeting of the Draft Committee, that the All-India
Muslim League should demand full provincial autonomy
(which, in my opinion, is the demand of the whole Punjab
Muslim community), I ought not, in the circumstances,
remain Secretary of the All-India Muslim League. Kindly

accept my resignation.
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Muraqqa-i-Chughtai
Foreword
by Muhammad Igbal

I welcome 'Murraqa-i-Chughtai' - Ghalib's illustrated Edition by Mr. M.A.
Rahman Chughtai - a unique enterprise in modern Indian painting and printing.
Unfortunately I am not competent enough to judge the technical side of

painting, and refer the reader to Dr. Cousin's admirable introduction in which
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he has analysed some of the more important forces that are shaping Chughtai's
artistic ideal. All that I can say is that I look upon Art as subservient to life and
personality. I expressed this view as far back as 1914 in my Asrar-i-Khudi, and
twelve years later in the last poem of the Zubur-i-Ajam, wherein I have tried to
picture the soul-movement of the ideal artist in whom Love reveals itself as a

unity of Beauty and Power.
o d/(»lp Sebe 8
el $AE Gl d/)

From this point of view some of the more recent paintings of Mr.
Chughtai are indeed remarkable. The spiritual health of a people largely
depends on the kind of inspiration, which their poets and artists receive. But
inspiration is not a matter of choice. It is a gift, the character of which cannot be
critically judged by the recipient before accepting it. It comes to the individual
unsolicited, and only to socialise itself. For this reason the personality that
receives and the life-quality of that which is received are matters of the utmost
importance for mankind. The inspiration of a single decadent, if his art can lure
his fellows to his song or picture, may prove more ruinous to a people than
whole battalions of an Attila or a Changez. As the Prophet of Islam said of
Imra'ul Qais-the greatest Poet of Pre-Islamic Arabia.

FLE NI PN P A PR

To permit the visible, to shape the invisible, to seek what is scientifically
called adjustment with Nature is to recognise her mastery over the spirit of man.
Power comes from resisting her stimuli, and not from exposing ourselves to
their action. Resistance of what is with a view to create what ought to be, is
health and life. All else is decay and death. Both God and man live by perpetual
creation.

e b STy
eV el 5T

The artist who is a blessing to mankind defies life. He is an associate of
God and feels the contact of Time and Eternity in his soul. In the words of
Fichte, he "sees all Nature full, large and abundant as opposed to him who sees
all things thinner, smaller and emptier than they actually are." The modern age

seeks inspiration from Nature. But Nature simply 'is' and her function is mainly
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to obstruct our search for 'ought', which the artist must discover within the
deeps of his own being.

And in so far as the cultural history of Islam is concerned, it is my belief,
that, with the single exception of Architecture, the art of Islam (Music, Painting
and even Poetry) is yet to be born-the art, that is to say, which aims at the
human assimilation of Divine attributes, (t"U~ @z%°+ ujnN’) gives man
infinite aspiration, (durpY RvD R,") and finally wins for him the status of
God's Representative on earth.

There are, however, indications to show that the young artist of the
Punjab is already on the way to feel his responsibility as an artist. He is only
twenty-nine yet. What his art will become when he reaches the maturer age of
forty, the future alone will disclose. Meanwhile all those who are interested in

his work will keenly watch his forward movement.

Lahore Muhammad Igbal
21st July, 1928
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Professor Macdonald, however, has made no attempt to
discover the psychological forces that determined the
growth of atomistic kalam in Islam. He admits that there is
nothing like the atomism of Islam in Greek thought, but,
unwilling as he is to give any credit for original thought to
Muslim thinkers, and finding a surface resemblance
between the Islamic theory and the views of a certain sect
of Buddhism, he jumps to the conclusion that the origin of
the theory is due to Buddhistic influences on the thought of

Islam.
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Divine Right to Rule
[Excerpt]

...0On one occasion a party of Muslims, including the Prophet, was out on
a journey and when at meal times everyone took some part in the cooking, the
Prophet began to collect fuel as his part of the work. When his followers
implored that he need not trouble himself, he simply replied that he must do his
own work.

Such was this most mighty monarch the world has ever seen-the monarch
who ruled not only the bodies, but also the hearts of his people, the monarch
without an army, without a palace, without a treasury, without any of the
numerous instruments with which earthly monarchs keep their people in due
subjection... History knows but one monarch whose rule over men may justly
he called a rule by divine right and that one man was the Prophet of Islam. And
yet, though the ruler of men by right divine, he never claimed to be a ruler! "I
am but a man like unto you," was the grand message of this greatest of kings to
an adoring humanity.

Light, Lahore, 30 August 1928

Sherwani
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Kush-hal Khan Khattak

The unification of the Afghan race - a process which is still going on before our
eyes - forms one of the most interesting chapters in the history of Central Asia.
Bahlol Lodhi and Sher Shah Suri in India, the Khattak poet Khush-hal Khan
and Pir Roshan among the frontier tribes, the late Amir Abdur Rahman Khan
and his grandson King Aman Ullah Khan in Afghanistan proper, are the most
outstanding figures in the history of this interesting movement. The day is not
far off when some Afghan historian will tell us the story of the unity of his race
much in the same way as Bolton King has told the story of the unity of Italy.

I want to place before the readers of "Islamic Culture" some specimens of
Khush-hal Khan's poetry, the value and importance of which is yet to be
realised by the Afghans. He was born in 1613, and rose to the chieftainship of
his tribe at the age of 27. He served the Emperor Shah Jahan loyally, but fell
under the suspicion of Aurangzeb who imprisoned him in the fortress of
Gwaliar. He was released after seven years, but on his return to his native land

openly revolted against the Emperor and founded the great Afghan confederacy

rre
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against the Mughals. He personally went from tribe to tribe, and by negotiations
as well as his charming poetry tried to infuse something of his own burning
soul into his countrymen. The diplomacy and gold of Aurangzeb, however,
were too powerful for him and he was finally compelled to retire in the Afridi
country where he died at the age of 78. He was a versatile mind and wrote on
various subjects, such as Poetry, Philosophy, Ethics, Medicine and his own
autobiography which is unfortunately lost. Throughout his poetry, the major
portion of which was written in India and during his struggles with the
Mughals, breathes the spirit of early Arabian poetry. We find in it the same
simplicity and directness of expression, the same love of freedom and war, the
same criticism of life. I hope the Education Minister of Afghanistan will
appoint some Afghan scholar to make a criticial study of this great warrior-poet
of the Pushto language and to bring out a complete edition of his works with
the necessary historical notes. This must be the first literary undertaking of
modern Afghanistan.

The following specimens of Khush-hal Khan's poetry are taken from
Captain Raverty's literal English translation which was published in 1862. The
selection is sure to give the reader some idea of the poet's passionate patriotism,
his aspirations, and the keenness of his observation of men. The poet has no
doubt said some bitter things against Aurangzeb, but we must not forget that
these are the judgements of an enemy who had passed seven long years as the
Emperor's prisoner in a country of which he himself says:

"Defend us from Hind, tho' it should teem with all the world's

luxuries besides."

A year hath passed since Aurangzeb is encamped against
Disordered and perplexed in appearance, and wounded in heart.
It is now year after year that his nobles fall in battle;

But his armies swept away, who shall number them!

The treasures of India have been spread out before us:

The red gold muhurs have been engulfed in the hills.

It would not have entered one's head in eighteen guesses

That such events would ever have happened in these parts.

Still Aurangzeb's malevolence hath not a whit diminished
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Though the curse of his father it before drew down.

For this reason, also, no one can place dependence on him:
He is malignant and perfidious; a breaker of his word.

For this state of things, no other termination can be seen,
Than that the Mughals be annihilated, or the Afghans undone.
If this, which is beheld, be the revolutions of destiny-

If in this be the will of the Almighty, the time is come.

Fate revolveth not in the same fashion at all times-

Now 'tis propitious to the rose; now favourable to the thorn.
At a period so pregnant with honour and glory as the present.
In what manner do these base and recreant Afghans cat?
There is no deliverance in any thing save the sword:

Afghans, who nourish any other idea than this, are lost, indeed.
The Afghans are superior to the Mughals at the sword,

Were but the Afghans, in intellect, a little discreet.

If the different tribes would but support each other,

Kings would have to bow down in prostration before them.
But whether it be concord of strife, or folly or wisdom,

The affairs of everyone are in the hands of the Almighty.

2
I have beheld fortune's practices-its different usages and ways-
It clambereth unto thee with difficulty; but like a stone from a
mountain, rolleth away!
3
Though the king may cast him into prison, he will not grieve;
For the liberty of the free is from the beginning of time.
4
Let it not be, that every bad rider should mount fortune's steed:
If it be ridden by any one, at least a good horseman let him be.
5

Neither doth any one here seek to avail himself of my abilities and
experience,

Nor are the capabilities of this country's people of any advantage unto
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me.

We converse together in one tongue - we speak the Pushto language;

But we do not, in the least, understand what we to one another say.

The Suwatis account themselves exceeding wise, whilst they are but
fools,

And 'tis amongst such a set as these, that the Almighty my lot hath
cast,

Now that I have beheld the Suwat valley, I have this much
discovered,

That there is no tribe more abject and contemptible than the
Yusufzais.

Tyranny and self-conceit seem to be the inmates of all;

And every man amongst them is covetous and ready to beg.

Although, in their dwellings, they have wealth and goods, they are
hungry-eyed;

And their head-men, than the rest, are more villainous and Infamous
still.

'Tis said, that the watermelon deriveth its colour from the
watermelon,

But their wise men and elders are more worthless than the people
themselves.

The rights of the poor and helpless, they make out wrong and unjust,

If they can a single penny obtain by way of a present or a bribe.

As to these I have seen myself; about others I am unable to speak-

They are all either bullocks or skinners, without any exception so

cver.

The Turanis are all turbulent, quarrelsome, and oppressive;

Liars, perjurers, and concocters of calumny and slander.

The Iranis are of a friendly disposition - they are true and faithful;
They have urbanity and breeding - are respectable and deserving.
The Afghans are malevolent and ruthless and contentious

But give them for their modesty and valour due praise.

Whether Baluch or Hazarah, both are dirty, and abominable:
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They have neither religion nor faith - may shame attend them!
Whether Hindustani or Sindhi, may their faces be blackened!

For they have neither modesty nor shame, neither bread nor meat.
The Kashmiris, whether male or female - may they all be undone!
They have none of the chattels of humanity amongst them.
Behold they are not of the human race - what are they?

May perdition swallow them - both Uzbek and Kazalbash!

The Laghmanis, Bangashis, Suwatis, Tirahis - all of them,

Are dancers and fiddlers - and who will be friends with such?
Unto him, all matters are manifest, regarding other folks' ways;

Then render unto Khush-hal's shrewdness, its due meed of praise.

Gentle breeze of the morn, shouldst thou pass over Khairabad,

Or should thy course lead thee by Sarae, on the banks of the Sind.
Hail them, again and again, with my greetings and salutations!
And with them many, many expressions of my regard and love.
Cry out unto the swift Aba-Sind with sonorous voice;

But unto the Laddaey, midly and whisperingly say-

"Perhaps, I may drink, once more, a cup of thy water;

For, whilom, I was not on Gange's nor on Jamna's banks."

Of the climate of Hind should I complain, how long shall I cry out?
Whilst the vileness of its water is far more horrid still.

Shouldst thou drink water from a rivulet, it racketh the vitals;

And that of the wells, too, is not free from danger and peril.

Since therein, from hill streams, the cool element is not to be had,
Defend us from Hind, tho' it should teem with all the world's luxuries

besides.

Do they belong to the aftit, the demon, or the goblin race?

For among the lineage of Adam, the Afghans I cannot account.

Notwithstanding thou mayest give one of them the best of counsel
and advice.

Still, even the counsel of his father is not acceptable to his heart.
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The whole of the deeds of the Pathans are better than those of the
Mughals!

But they have no unity amongst them, and a great pity it is.

The fame of Bahlol, and of Sher Shah too, resoundeth in my ears-

Afghan Emperors of India, who swayed its sceptre effectively and
well.

For six or seven generations, did they govern so wisely,

That all their people were filled with admiration of them.

Either those Afghans were different, or these have greatly changed;

Or otherwise, at present, such is the Almighty's decree.

If the Afghans shall acquire the gift of concord and unity,

Old Khushhal shall, a second time, grow young there-from.

A good name will remain behind - naught else soever will survive:

The wicked for evil are remembered - the good, for their virtues, in
the memory live.

Shouldst thou hear of Hajaj thou wilt also hear the name of
Noshirwan,

For justice, the unbeliever is venerated - for tyranny, the believer is

cursed.

The Afghans have gone mad about posts and dignities;

But God preserve me from such plagues and troubles.

Unto whom belongeth the gift of discretion; to the swordsman?
Just the same as one learneth the Qur'an, in the schools?

Not one amongst them is gifted with the art of prudence;

For with the dispositions of all of them I am well acquainted.
The Afghans have one very great failing, if thou but notice -
That they with the titles and dignities of the Mughals coquet.
Shame and reputation, fame and honour, are of no account;
But, certainly, they talk enough about officers, rank, and gold.
Look not towards the Mughals with the eyes of cupidity

Even if in the habit of doing so from any other cause.
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The trusty Khattaki sword is buckled round my waist;

But not the custom of servitude, in the village and in town.

The dark night of Aurangzeb's prison I hold in remembrance.
When all the night long, "O God!" continually I cried.

If the Afghans would but oppose the Mughals with the sword.
Every Khattak, by the briddle-rein, should lead a Mughal away.
Amongst the Khattak, O Khushhal, no council of honour existeth;

Hence, I cannot conceive from what lineage they have sprung.

Whether it is the wise man, or the ignorant - the honest man or the
robber;

I do not see anyone a true colleague united with me in my task.

A sincere friend in distress I cannot discover throughout the land;

For people merely give the empty consolation of their tongues.

Like unto the ants, directed towards the grain are the steps

Of those who favour me with their coming and their going.

Did not these ants entertain the hope of obtaining a store,

They would never make any journey in that direction at all.

Abandon not thine own stricken mountain-land, O Khushhal!

Tough blood is at every footstep and in every direction shed.

If the damsels of Kashmir are famed for their beauty,

Or those of Chin, or Ma-chin, or Tartary, noted likewise;

Yet the sweet Afghan maidens that mine eyes have beheld

Put all the others to shame, by their conduct and ways.

As to their comeliness, this, once for all, is the fact of the matter.
That they are, in lineage, of the tribe and posterity of Yakub.
Of the fragrance of musk, or of rosewater, they have not need-
They are as the attar of the perfumer, by prayer five times a day.
Whether jewels for forehead or for neck, or any other trinkets,
All these are contemptible, with their dark locks compared.
Whether veils of gold brocade, or whether silken mantles,

All are a sacrifice unto the snow-white kerchief of theirs.
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The beauty of their minds excelleth their personal privacy:

Not seen in the markets, with germents open and persons exposed.
They cannot look one full in the face, through modesty.

They are unused to abuse, and the discipline of the shoe.
Khushhal hath mentioned, more or less, somewhat of the matter;

But much remaineth that may be suitable, or unsuitable to the case.

If the Afghan people are of the human race,

In disposition and ways they are very Hindus.

They are possessed of neither skill, nor intellect;

But are happy in ignorance, and in strife.

Neither do they obey words of their fathers;

Not do they unto the teachers' instructions give ear.
When there may be one worthy man amongst them
They are the destroyers of his head and life.

They ever lie in wait, one to injure the other;

Hence they are always by calamity remembered.

They neither possess worth, nor do others esteem them,
Though they are more numerous than locusts or than ants.
First, I, then others, as many as there may be-

We all of us require aid, and a helping hand.

Whether it is valour, or whether liberality,

They have cast, through dissension, them both away.
But still, O Khushhal, thank God for this,

That they are not slaves, but free-born men.

Doth the gnat ever attain unto the high rank of the falcon,
Even though he is furnished, both with feathers and with wings?

Though all the world may agree to disparage and speak ill of him,

Poor Khushhal is Khushhal in his own merits and integrity.

However tortuously the snake moveth about,
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It proceedeth straight enough unto its hole.

What is it, a sound and healthy body,

Which, more than empire and sovereignty, is preferred?
Altho' the world's wealth is an excellent thing,

Glory and renown are, than riches, more precious still.
What are more inestimable than the most perfect thing?
The one is purity - the other is sincerity of heart.

What is it that disenthralleth a man from sorrow?

Yea, what is it? - it is contentedness of mind.

Shouldst thou boast thyself of thy godliness,

That godliness, thereby, is rendered bootless and vain.
What is that, what hath a value beyond compute?

Yea, what is it? - it is deliberation in all our affairs.
That, which as a favour and obligation is conferred,

As generosity or liberality, was it ever accounted?
What is that, which, in this world, is a Hell indeed?
Verily, it is the society and acquaintance of a fool.
Then, O Khushhal, guard thou well thy mind;

For if there be aught god, 'tis a mind upright.

Verily, the Afghans are deficient in sense and understanding-
They are the tail-cut curs of the butcher's slaughter house.
They have played away dominion for the gold of the Mughals;
And they lust after the offices, that the Mughals can give.
Though the camel, with its lading, hath entered their dwelling,
They are first taken up with stealing the bell from its neck.
Out upon him who first the name of Sarrahban bore,

And malediction upon the whole of them, that after follow.
The recreant occupy themselves in baseness and dishonour;
But every breath of the noble is devoted to the cause of renown.
They commence from Kandahar, and reach unto Damghar,

And all are worthless and good for nothing, who dwell between.
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The Mughals whom I now set eyes upon, are not such as were wont
to be:

The day of their swords is past and gone, and but the pen remaineth
unto them:

They gain over the Afghans by gold; and by fraud and deception
entangle them.

Upon me these things have no effect, for the favour of God is still
upon me.

I am neither a fly nor a crow, that I should hover over rottenness and
filth.

The hawk or the falcon am I, that must my hearth, with my own
quarry, delight;

Were there but others like unto me in this affair, I should rejoice
indeed;

But since there are none like me, with distress and grief I am

o'erwhelm'd.

Islamic Culture, Hyderabad-Deccan, October, 1928

Razzaqi
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A Plea for Deeper Study of the Muslim Scientists
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Sometime ago various questions arose in my mind regarding the culture of
Islam as embodying the world-feeling of a specific group of mankind. Is
Modern Science purely Western in origin? Why did the Muslims devote
themselves to architecture as a mode of self-expression; and why did they
comparatively ignore music and painting? What light, if any, do their
mathematics and their decorative art throw on their intellectual and emotional
attitude towards the concepts of space and time? Are there any psychological
conditions which determined the rise and final acceptance, as an orthodox
religious dogma, of a boldly conceived Atomic theory wholly unlike the Greek
theory? What is the psychological meaning of mi'raj in the cultural history of
Islam? Professor Macdonald has recently tried to prove the existence of
Buddhistic influence on the rise and growth of Atomism in Islam. But the
cultural problem which I have ventured to raise is far more important than the
purely historical question answered by Professor Macdonald. Similarly
Professor Bevan has given us valuable historical discussion of the story of the
mi'raj. To my mind, however, what is, culturally speaking, more important is
the intense appeal that the story has always made to the average Muslim, and
the manner in which Muslim thought and imagination have worked on it. It
must be something more than a mere religious dogma, for it appealed to the
great mind of Dante, and, through Muhyiuddin ibn-ul-Arabi, furnished a model
for the sublimest part of the Divine Comedy which symbolises the culture of
mediaeval Europe. The historian may rest satisfied with the conclusion that the
Muslim belief in the Prophet's Ascension finds no justification in the Quran; yet
the psychologist who aims at a deeper view of Islamic culture caflnot ignore the
fact that the outlook given by the Quran to its followers does demand the story
as a formative element in the world-picture of Islam. The truth is that it is
absolutely necessary to answer all such questions, and mutually to adjust their
answers into a systematic whole of thought and emotion. Without this it is
impossible to discover the ruling concepts of a given culture, and to appreciate
the spirit that permeates it. However, a comprehensive view of the culture of
Islam, as an expression of the spiritual life of its followers, is easy of
achievement.

The culture of Islam is the youngest of all Asiatic cultures. For us
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moderns it is far more easy to grasp the spirit of this culture than to imagine the
world-picture of those ancient cultures whose intellectual and emotional
attitude is extremely difficult to express in a modern language. The difficulty of
the historian of Muslim culture is mainly due to the almost total lack of Arabic
scholars trained in special sciences. European scholars have done good work in
the domain of Muslim history, philology, religion and literature. Muslim
philosophy too has had share of their attention; but I am afraid the work done in
philosophy is, on the whole, of a superficial kind, and often betrays ignorance
of both Muslim and European thought. It is in Art as well as in the concepts of
special sciences. and philosophy that the true spirit of a culture is revealed. But,
for the reason mentioned above, the student of Muslim culture is yet very far

from understanding the spirit of that culture.

Sherwani
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Development in Its Chief Representatives. Cambridge University

Press, London
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Carl, Rahn. Science and the Religious Life - A Psycho-Physiological
Approach. Hale University Press, New Haven

Sigmund Freud (translated by W.D. Robson-Scott). The Future of an
Illusion. Leonard, London

William Hocking Ernest. The Self - Its Body and Freedom. Yale
University Press, New Haven

Henry A. Atkinson (editor ). The World's Religions Against War -
the proceedings of the preliminary conference held at Geneva,
Sept. 1928 to make arrangements for a universal peace
conference. Church Peace Union, Paris

Edwyn Bevan. Sibyls and Seers — A survey of some ancient theories
ofrevelation and inspiration. George Allen & Unwin, London

E. S. D. Barucha. A Brief Sketch of the Zoroastrian Religion and
Customs - An Essay Written for the Rahnumai Mazdayasnan
Sabha. D. B. Taraporevala, Bombay

An Indian Mahmedan. The Indian Moslems. Ardenne Publishers,
London

J. W.N. Sullivan. Galileo or the Tyranny of Science. Kegan Paul,
London

J. W.N. Sullivan. The Bases of Modern Science. Ernest Bew, London

Maurice Maeterlinck (translated by Bernard Miall). The Life of
Space. George Allen Unwin, London

Oswald Spengler (translated by Charles Francis Atkinson). The
Decline of the West — Volume I: Form and Actuality. George
Allen & Unwin, London

Oswald Spengler (translated by Charles Francis Atkinson). The
Decline of the West — Volume II: Perspectives of World History.
George Allen & Unwin, London
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A History of Persian Navigation
by Prof. Hadi Hasan, Muslim University, Aligarh

Foreword
by Dr. Sir Muhammad Iqbal

I have read parts of Prof. Hadi's book on Persian Navigation with great interest
and profit. Besides the innumerable Persian, Arabic and Chinese sources, he
has utilized all the available sculptural, pictorial and numismatic material in
establishing the conclusion that whilst the land empire of the Sassanids
perished with the fall of Yazdigird the maritime activity of the Persians
continued till the Caliphate of al-Mutawakkil, when it began to be displaced by
the Arabs. The author's great capacity for sustained work, his infinite patience
in sifting the details of evidence, and above all his youthful enthusiasm for the
subject of his study - all this is abundantly clear from the remarkable work that
he has produced. I have no doubt that Prof. Hadi's work is a very important
contribution to modern historical research relating to Persian antiquities. It is
needless to add that Prof. Hadi is a brilliant Persian scholar from whom yet
greater things are expected.

Lahore Muhammad Igbal
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Knowledge and Religious Experience
[Excerpt]

What is the character and general structure of the universe in which we live? Is
there a permanent element in the constitution of this universe? How are we
related to it? What place do we occupy in it, and what is the kind of conduct
that befits the place we occupy? These questions are common to religion,
philosophy, and higher poetry. But the kind of knowledge that poetic
inspiration brings is essentially individual in its character; it is figurative,
vague, and indefinite. Religion, in its more advanced forms, rises higher than

poetry. It moves from individual to society. In its attitude towards the Ultimate
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Reality it is opposed to the limitations of man; it enlarges his claims and holds
out the prospect of nothing less than a direct vision of Reality. Is it then
possible to apply the purely rational method of philosophy to religion? The
spirit of philosophy is one of free inquiry. It suspects all authority. Its function
is to trace the uncritical assumptions of human thought to their hiding places,
and in this pursuit it may finally end in denial or a frank admission of the
incapacity of pure reason to reach the Ultimate Reality. The essence of religion,
on the other hand, is faith; and faith, like the bird, sees its "trackless way"
unattended by intellect which, in the words of the great mystic poet of Islam,
"only waylays the living heart of man and robs it of the invisible wealth of life
that lies within." Yet it cannot be denied that faith is more than mere feeling. It
has something like a cognitive content, and the existence of rival parties-
scholastics and mystics- in the history of religion shows that idea is a vital
element in religion. Apart from this, religion on its doctrinal side, as defined by
Professor Whitehead, is "a system of general truths which have the effect of
transforming character when they are sincerely held and vividly apprehended."
Now, since the transformation and guidance of man's inner and outer life is the
essential aim of religion, it is obvious that the general truths which it embodies
must not remain unsettled. No one would hazard action on the basis of a
doubtful principle of conduct. Indeed, in view of its function, religion stands in
greater need of a rational foundation of its ultimate principles than even the
dogmas of science. Science may ignore a rational metaphysics; indeed, it has
ignored it so far. Religion can hardly afford to ignore the search for a
reconciliation of the oppositions of experience and a justification of the
environment in which humanity finds itself. That is why Professor Whitehead
has acutely remarked that "the ages of faith are the ages of rationalism". But to
rationalize faith is not to admit the superiority of philosophy over religion.
Philosophy, no doubt, has jurisdiction to judge religion, but what is to be
judged is of such a nature that it will not submit to the jurisdiction of
philosophy except on its own terms. While sitting in judgement on religion,
philosophy cannot give religion an inferior place among its data. Religion is not
a departmental affair; it is neither mere thought, nor mere feeling, nor mere
action; it is an expression of the whole man. Thus, in the evaluation of religion,

philosophy must recognize the central position of religion and has no other



r

alternative but to admit it as something focal in the process of reflective
synthesis. Nor is there any reason to suppose that thought and intuition are
essentially opposed to each other. They spring up from the same root and
complement each other. The one grasps Reality piecemeal, the other grasps it in
its wholeness. The one fixes its gaze on the eternal, the other on the temporal
aspect of Reality. The one is present enjoyment of the whole of Reality; the
other aims at traversing the whole by slowly specifying and closing up the
various regions of the whole for exclusive observation. Both are in need of each
other for mutual rejuvenation. Both seek visions of the same Reality which
reveals itself to them in accordance with their function in life. In fact, intuition,
as Bergson rightly says, is only a higher kind of intellect.

The search for rational foundations in Islam may be regarded to have
begun with the Prophet himself. His constant prayer was: "God! grant me
knowledge of the ultimate nature of things!" The work of later mystics and
non-mystic rationalists forms an exceedingly instructive chapter in the history
of our culture, inasmuch as it reveals a longing for a coherent system of ideas, a
spirit of whole-hearted devotion to truth, as well as the limitations of the age,
which rendered the various theological movements in Islam less fruitful than
they might have been in a different age. As we all know, Greek philosophy has
been a great cultural force in the history of Islam. Yet a careful study of the
Qur'an and the various schools of scholastic theology that arose under the
inspiration of Greek thought disclose the remarkable fact that while Greek
philosophy very much broadened the outlook of Muslim thinkers, it, on the
whole, obscured their vision of the Qur'an. Socrates concentrated his attention
on the human world alone. To him the proper study of man was man and not
the world of plants, insects, and stars. How unlike the spirit of the Qur'an,
which sees in the humble bee a recipient of Divine inspiration and constantly
calls upon the reader to observe the perpetual change of the winds, the
alternation of day and night, the clouds, the starry heavens, and the planets
swimming through infinite space! As a true disciple of Socrates, Plato despised
sense-perception which, in his view, yielded mere opinion and no real
knowledge. How unlike the Qur'an, which regards "hearing" and "sight" as the
most valuable Divine gifts and declares them to be accountable to God for their

activity in this world. This is what the earlier Muslim students of the Qur'an
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completely missed under the spell of classical speculation. They read the Qur'an
in the light of Greek thought. It took them over two hundred years to perceive-
though not quite clearly-that the spirit of the Qur'an was essentially
anti-classical, and the result of this perception was a kind of intellectual revolt,

the full significance of which has not been realized even up to the present day.
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The Philosophical Test
of the Revelations of Religious Experience
[Excerpt]

Scholastic philosophy has put forward three arguments for the existence of
God. These arguments, known as the Cosmological, the Teleological, and the
Ontological, embody a real movement of thought in its quest after the Absolute.
But regarded as logical proofs, I am afraid; they are open to serious criticism
and further betray a rather superficial interpretation of experience...

A keener insight into the nature of conscious experience, however,
reveals that the selfin its inner life moves from the centre outwards. It has, so to
speak, two sides which may be described as appreciative and efficient. On its
efficient side it enters into relation with what we call the world of space. The
efficient self is the subject of associationist psychology- the practical self of
daily life in its dealing with the external order of things which determine our
passing states of consciousness and stamp on these states their own spatial
feature of mutual isolation. The self here lives outside itself as it were, and,
while retaining its unity as a totality, discloses itself as nothing more than a
series of specific and consequently numberable states. The time in which the
efficient self lives is, therefore, the time of which we predicate long and short.
It is hardly distinguishable from space. We can conceive it only as a straight
line composed of spatial points which are external to one another like so many
stages in a journey. But time thus regarded is not true time, according to

Bergson. Existence in spacialized time is spurious existence. A deeper analysis
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of conscious experience reveals to us what I have called the appreciative side of
the self. With our absorption in the external order of things, necessitated by our
present situation, it is extremely difficult to catch a glimpse of the appreciative
self. In our constant pursuit after external things we weave a kind of veil round
the appreciative self which thus becomes completely alien to us. It is only in the
moments of profound meditation, when the efficient self is in abeyance, that we
sink into our deeper self and reach the inner centre of experience. In the
life-process of this deeper ego the states of consciousness melt into each other.
The unity of the appreciative ego is like the unity of the germ in which the
experiences of its individual ancestors exist, not as a plurality, but as a unity in
which every experience permeates the whole. There is no numerical distinctness
of states in the totality of the ego, the multiplicity of whose elements is, unlike
that of the efficient self, wholly qualitative. There is change and movement, but
change and movement are indivisible; their elements interpenetrate and are
wholly non-serial in character. It appears that the time of the appreciative-self is
a single "now" which the efficient self, in its traffic with the world of space,
pulverizes into a series of "nows" like pearl beads in a thread. Here is, then,
pure duration unadulterated by space. The Qur'an with its characteristic
simplicity alludes to the serial and non-serial aspects of duration in the
following verses:

And put thou thy trust in Him that liveth and dieth not, and

celebrate His praise Who in six days created the Heavens

and the earth, and what is between them, then mounted His

Throne; the God of mercy (25: 58-59).

All things We have created with a fixed destiny: Our

command was but one, swift as the twinkling of an eye (54:

49-50).

If we look at the movement embodied in creation from the outside, that is
to say, if we apprehend it intellectually, it is a process lasting through thousands
of years; for one Divine day, in the terminology of the Qur'an, as of the Old
Testament, is equal to one thousand years. From another point of view, the
process of creation, lasting through thousands of years, is a single indivisible
act, "swift as the twinkling of an eye". It is, however, impossible to express this

inner experience of pure duration in words, for language is shaped on the serial
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time of our daily efficient self. Perhaps an illustration will further elucidate the
point. According to physical science, the cause of your sensation of red is the
rapidity of wave motion the frequency of which is 400 billions per second. If
you could observe this tremendous frequency from the outside, and count it at
the rate of 2,000 per second, which is supposed to be the limit of the
perceptibility of light, it will take you more than six thousand years to finish the
enumeration. Yet in the single momentary mental act of perception you hold
together a frequency of wave motion which is practically incalculable. That is
how the mental act transforms succession into duration. The appreciative self,
then, is more or less corrective of the efficient self, inasmuch as it synthesizes
all the "heres" and "nows" - the small changes of space and time, indispensable
to the efficient self- into the. coherent wholeness of personality. Pure time, then,
as revealed by a deeper analysis of our conscious experience, is not a string of
separate, reversible instants; it is an organic whole in which the past is not left
behind, but is moving along with, and operating in, the present. And the future
is given to it not as lying before, yet to be traversed; it is given only in the sense
that it is present in its nature as an open possibility. It is time regarded as an
organic whole that the Qur'an describes as Taqdir or the destiny - a word which
has been so much misunderstood both in and outside the world of Islam.
Destiny is time regarded as prior to the disclosure of its possibilities. It is time
freed from the net of causal sequence - the diagrammatic character which the
logical understanding imposes on it. In one word, it is time as felt and not as

thought and calculated.
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The Conception of God and the Meaning of Prayer
[Excerpt]

We have seen that the judgment based upon religious experience fully satisfies
the intellectual test. The more important regions of experience, examined with
an eye on a synthetic view, reveal, as the ultimate ground of all experience, a
rationally directed creative will which we have found reasons to describe as an
ego. In order to emphasize the individuality of the Ultimate Ego the Qur'an
gives Him the proper name of Allah, and further defines Him as follows:

Say: Allah is One:

All things depend on Him;

He begetteth not, and He is not begotten;

And there is none like unto Him (112: 1-4)

But it is hard to understand what exactly is an individual. As Bergson has
taught us in his Creative Evolution, individuality is a matter of degrees and is
not fully realized even in the case of the apparently closed off unity of the
human being. "In particular, it may be said of individuality", says Bergson:

that while the tendency to individuate is everywhere present
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in the organized world, it is everywhere opposed by the
tendency towards reproduction. For the individuality to be
perfect, it would be necessary that no detached part of the
organism could live separately. But then reproduction
would be impossible. For what is reproduction but the
building up of a new organism with a detached fragment of
the old? Individuality, therefore, harbours its own enemy at
home.

In the light of this passage it is clear that the perfect individual, closed off
as an ego, peerless and unique, cannot be conceived as harbouring its own
enemy at home. It must be conceived as superior to the antagonistic tendency of
reproduction. This characteristic of the perfect ego is one of the most essential
elements in the Qur'anic conception of God; and the Qur'an mentions it over
and over again, not so much with a view to attack the current Christian
conception as to accentuate its own view of a perfect individual. It may,
however, be said that the history of religious thought discloses various ways of
escape from an individualistic conception of the Ultimate Reality which is
conceived as some vague, vast, and pervasive cosmic element, such as light.
This is the view that Farnell has taken in his Gifford Lectures on the Attributes
of God. I agree that the history of religion reveals modes of thought that tend
towards pantheism; but I venture to think that in so far as the Qur'anic
identification of God with light is concerned Farnell's view is incorrect. The full
text of the verse of which he quotes a portion only is as follows:

God is the light of the Heavens and of the earth. His light is
like a niche in which is a lamp - the lamp encased in a glass
- the glass, as it were, a star (24: 35).

No doubt, the opening sentence of the verse gives the impression of an
escape from an individualistic conception of God. But when we follow the
metaphor of light in the rest of the verse, it gives just the opposite impression.
The development of the metaphor is meant rather to exclude the suggestion of a
formless cosmic element by centralizing the light in a flame which is further
individualized by its encasement in a glass likened unto a well-defined star.
Personally, I think the description of God as light, in the revealed literature of

Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, must now be interpreted differently. The

Y



LaV4

teaching of modern physics is that the velocity of light cannot be exceeded and
is the same for all observers whatever their own system of movement. Thus, in
the world of change, light is the nearest approach to the Absolute. The
metaphor of light as applied to God, therefore, must, in view of modern
knowledge, be taken to suggest the Absoluteness of God and not His
Omnipresence which easily lends itself to a pantheistic interpretation.

There is, however, one question which will be raised in this connexion.
Does not individuality imply finitude? If God is an ego and as such an
individual, how can we conceive Him as infinite? The answer to this question is
that God cannot be conceived as infinite in the sense of spatial infinity. In
matters of spiritual valuation mere immensity counts for nothing. Moreover, as
we have seen before, temporal and spatial infinities are not absolute. Modern
science regards Nature not as something static, situated in an infinite void, but a
structure of interrelated events out of whose mutual relations arise the concepts
of space and time. And this is only another way of saying that space and time
are interpretations which thought puts upon the creative activity of the Ultimate
Ego. Space and time are possibilities of the Ego, only partially realized in the
shape of our mathematical space and time. Beyond Him and apart from His
creative activity, there is neither time nor space to close Him off in reference to
other egos. The Ultimate Ego is, therefore, neither infinite in the sense of
spatial infinity nor finite in the sense of the space-bound human ego whose
body closes him off in reference to other egos. The infinity of the Ultimate Ego
consists in the infinite inner possibilities of His creative activity of which the
universe, as known to us, is only a partial expression. In one word God's
infinity is intensive, not extensive. It involves an infinite series, but is not that
series.

The other important elements in the Qur'anic conception of God, from a
purely intellectual point of view, are Creativeness, Knowledge, Omnipotence,
and Eternity.
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On the Budget for 1929-30

Speech delivered by Dr. Sir Muhammad Igbal in the
session of the Punjab Legislative Council
Lahore, 4th March, 1929

Sir, I am afraid the Budget which has been presented to this
Council presents a financial position which, in the words of
the Honourable Finance Member, even a confirmed
optimist cannot regard as entirely satisfactory. And the
statement with which this Budget is presented is so concise
and so absolutely frank that its very frankness makes it
extremely difficult for the reader to criticise it. However,
there are certain points which must be noticed. One
remarkable feature of this Budget is, and this is the first
Budget that has this feature, that the contribution to the
Government of India finds no place in it. But its most
unfortunate feature is that after five years continuous
prosperity we are, for the first time, confronting a deficit
Budget. The small increase in Excise and Stamps is no
source of satisfaction, because it means an increase in
drunkenness and litigation which reflects credit neither on
the people nor on the Government. On the expenditure side
of the Budget for 1928-29 the only excess is under
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Irrigation and Jails. The increase under Irrigation is due to
floods in August, and the increase under Jails is due to an
increase in the number of prisoners and also to higher
prices of food. Well, floods are a natural phenomenon and
cannot be prevented, but unless we are complete fatalists,
crime is a preventable affair. If appropriate methods to
prevent crime are adopted, it, to a very large extent, can be
prevented. The present state of affairs is such that the man
who steals cattle worth Rs.10 is sent to jail for two years,
and I think this is very largely responsible for the increase
in the number of prisoners in the jails.

In the Budget Estimates of 1929-30 the first thing which I
would like to note is Education. Graph No. 4 in the
Memorandum tells us that the amount allocated to
Education is 1,81. In the statement of the Honourable
Finance Member on page 6 we find it is 1,67. I was not able
to understand these figures, because if 12 lakhs on new
expenditure are added to 1,67 the sum is 1,79 and not 1,81.

MR.J. G. BEAZLEY: May I explain, Sir, that that figure includes
expenditure on works, repairs and stationery?

IQBAL: Very well, Sir. The state of things so far as Education is
concerned is very disappointing. I was going to say, awful.
In 1922-23, 55 new schools in all came up for
grants-in-aids out of which 16 were Islamia schools. The
total amount of grants made to schools was Rs. 1,21,906,
out of which a sum of Rs. 29,214 went to Muslim schools.
In 1926-27, the total amount of grant to high schools was
Rs. 1,22,287 and the same amount, namely, Rs. 29,214
went to Muslim schools, i.e. 23 per cent of the total
amount. In 1927-28, the total amount of grant was
Rs.10,13,154 and the share of Muslim schools was
Rs.2,04,330, that is to say, the population which is most
backward in education and most indebted got only 2 lakhs

out of 10. This is a state of affairs which cannot be
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regarded as satisfactory. Yet we are told that there are
savings in the beneficent departments which Mr. Penny
describes as instances of over-budgeting, I am not at all
opposed to spending large sums on education nor is it the
purpose of this criticism to raise any such opposition: but I
should submit that the money spent on education must be
spent carefully and must be distributed equally especially in
places where people are backward and too poor to pay for
education. However, I need not dwell on this point because
I believe it will be taken up when the motions for cuts come
up before the House.

I would now like to say a few words about capital
expenditure. In 1928-29, the budgeted estimate for capital
expenditure charged to revenue was 1,81 lakhs. It was later
on raised to 1,89 and the revised estimate shows Rs.2,12
lakhs. For 1929-30, the capital expenditure is expected to
be Rs.1,54 lakhs. Since extraordinary receipts will not
amount to much it is proposed to borrow Rs.1,40 lakhs
from the Provincial Loans Fund. This is a very regrettable
state of affairs. The province is already in debt. On pages
22-23 of the Budget you will find the exact position of the
province. It will be seen that the loans from the public
amount to 3 crores while the loans from the Government
thereto amount in the aggregate to about 26 crores. Of
course, this sum does not include the loans which have
been sanctioned from 1st March 1929. We are now
compelled to borrow another sum of 1,40 lakhs in spite of
what the Honourable Finance Member says at page 4 of his

statement which runs as follows:
It has been found impossible to proceed with the full
programme of buildings and roads and it is contemplated
that 48 lakhs less will be expended under this head in
1929-30 than is shown in the revised estimate for
1928-29. It is also contemplated to reduce transfers to
the Reserve Fund to 5 lakhs only instead of the 15 lakhs



E19Foe(8PF 336 Cs Fr G

budgeted for 1928-29.

I think it was Charles Lamb who said that mankind are
really divided into two classes, creditors and debtors. In so
far as this province is concerned, if we drop the religious
labels-Hindu and Muslim-and substitute the economic
labels, lenders and borrowers, Lamb's remark is perfectly
true. But my fear is that this province, as a whole, may now
be made a permanent member of debtor class. Thus the
present financial position is very disappointing and it is not
an easy matter to discover new sources of revenue.

However, I venture to make a suggestion. In the first
place, I should like the Government to move the
Government of India to provincialise Income-tax. That
would improve our position to some extent. I may in the
next place suggest the imposition of death duties as they
have in England.

THE HONOURABLE REVENUE MEMBER: Living duties
would be more appropriate!

IQBAL: These would be living duties because it is the living who
would have to pay them. Some limit such as those
inheriting property to the value of Rs.20,000 or 30,000 may
be fixed. Next we should try reduction of high salaries, and

purchase of our machinery from the cheapest markets.

Sherwani
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1. The form of the future constitution should be federal with the residuary
powers vested in the provinces.

2. A uniform measure of autonomy shall be granted to all provinces.

All legislatures in the country and other elected bodies shall be constituted
on the definite principle of adequate and effective representation of
minorities in every province without reducing the majority in any province
to a minority or even equality.

4. In the Central Legislature, Muslim representation shall not be less than one
third.

5. Representation of communal groups shall continue to be by means of
separate electorate as at present, provided it shall be open to any community
at any time to abandon its separate electorate in favor of a joint electorate.

6. Any territorial distribution that might at any time be necessary shall not in
any way affect the Muslim majority in the Punjab, Bengal and the North
West Frontier Province.

7. Full religious liberty, i.e. liberty of belief, worship and observance,
propaganda, association and education, shall be guaranteed to all
communities.

8. No bill or any resolution or any part thereof shall be passed in any
legislature or any other elected body if three-fourth of the members of any
community in that particular body oppose such a bill resolution or part
thereof on the ground that it would be injurious to the interests of that
community or in the alternative, such other method is devised as may be

found feasible and practicable to deal with such cases.
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9. Sindh should be separated from the Bombay Presidency.

10. Reforms should be introduced in the North West Frontier Province (NWFP)
and Baluchistan on the same footing as in the other provinces.

11. Provision should be made in the constitution giving Muslims an adequate
share, along with the other Indians, in all the services of the state and in
local self-governing bodies having due regard to the requirements of
efficiency.

12. The constitution should embody adequate safeguards for the protection of
Muslim culture and for the protection and promotion of Muslim education,
language, religion, personal laws and Muslim charitable institution and for
their due share in the grants-in-aid given by the state and by local
self-governing bodies.

13. No cabinet, either central or provincial, should be formed without there
being a proportion of at least one-third Muslim ministers.

14. No change shall be made in the constitution by the Central Legislature
except with the concurrence of the State's contribution of the Indian

Federation.
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Education
The 6th March 1930
No. 1118:- In exercise of the Powers rested in him under
section 6(2)(c) of the Indian Universities Act 1904, the
chancellor of the Punjab University is pleased to
re-nominate Dr. Sir Muhammad Igbal, Kt, M.A., Ph.D.,
M.L.U., Bar-at-Law Lahore to be an ordinary Fellow of the
said University with effect from 16th of March 1930.
R. Lawrence, Major
Private Secretary to His Excellency

The Governor of the Punjab
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On the Budget for 180-31

Speech delivered by Dr. Sir Muhammad Igbal in the
session of the Punjab Legislative Council
Lahore, 7th March, 1930

Sir, I should like to offer a few general observations on the
financial position of the province as revealed in this
Budget. In his very clear and lucid Memorandum Mr.
Penny has given the present position in a nutshell. On page
13 he says:
Even after these special efforts at economy revenue
receipts stand at 10.95 lakhs and expenditure at
11.22 lakhs with no provision for a transfer to the
Revenue Reserve Fund, and there will thus be a
deficit in the year of 27 lakhs. The only consolation
i-s that provision has been made for expenditure of
28 lakhs on special flood repairs, and if this is
excluded from consideration as abnormal and
non-recurring, the Budget just balances.
Now, I am afraid the consolation given by Mr. Penny does
not prove of much consequence in view of what he himself
says at page 16.

A glance at the first graph prefixed to this memorandum
will show that the year 1930-31 will be the third in
succession to show an excess of expenditure over receipts
in the revenue account. It is true that fortune has been
singularly unkind in the last two years and the deficits in
both are capable of convincing explanation. But the hard
fact remains that if the series since 1921 is taken as a
whole, good years and bad years balance, and that the
financial system must be adapted to fluctuations which
nature herself prescribes. If the decade has been marked by

unprecedented floods in the Jumna in 1924 and in the Indus
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and the Jhelum in 1929, by failure of the rabi harvest in
1921, by a strange disaster to the wheat crop in 1928, and
by cotton disease in 1926, there have been compensating
gains in the reassessments of land revenue that fortunately
fell due in the last five years, in the good harvests form
1921 to 1926 and above all in the complete remission of
provincial contributions to the Central Government. The
continued extension of canal irrigation has made the
prosperity of the province and its revenues more and more
secure, and added to the resources from progress in future
must be financed. Regarded in the light of the experience of
the past nine years, the Budget of the year 1930-31 has a
special significance.
This is the part of the paragraph to which I will draw your
special attention:
The deficit in the revenue account may be attributed to
the completion of flood repairs, but what is of far greater
importance is the fact that even if the cost of flood
repairs is excluded, the Budget has been balanced only
with difficulty and by jettisoning a number of works that
had already received the approval of the Legislature and,

but for unforeseen delays or the need for economy,
would already have been under construction.
Mr. Penny then discusses the causes of the present financial
position and is driven to what he calls a somewhat
melancholy conclusion that the present state of things is not
a passing phase but has come to stay. He says:
The inevitable but somewhat melancholy
conclusion to be drawn from an examination of the
Budget for 1930-31 is that it represents not a
passing phase which can be attributed to seasonal
misfortunes or flood calamities but a state of things
that is likely to continue.

Now, Sir, we know that the province is already in debt.
The problem of unemployed is becoming more and more

acute every day. Trade is at a low ebb. You can easily
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imagine what the financial future of the province is likely to
be. I am inclined to think that the present position is due
not so much to stationary revenues as to the present system
of administration which necessitates high salaries in the
matter of which the people of this province have no say.
There are to my mind only three alternatives open to the
people of this province-either have the present system with
all its ugly daughters, such as deficit Budgets, communal
bickerings, starving millions, debt and unemployment, or
do away with the present system root and branch, or retain
the form of the present system and secure the power to pay
less for it. There is no other alternative. This system must
come to an end if you want to live a comfortable life. We
spend more than any other country in the world on the
present system of administration. There is no other country

which spends so much on the administration.

MR. H. GALVERT: Question.
IQBAL: The honourable member may reply me when his turn

comes. My belief is that we pay much more than our

revenues justify. So far as expenditure in regard to which
we have some say is concerned, I support the proposition

that a retrenchment committee ought to be appointed so that

we may be able to see whether any further reductions are
possible.

I now proceed to offer a few remarks on Industry and
Education. We spend practically nothing on industry. And
as I have said before and as many other speakers have
pointed out, industrial development alone can save us from
the curse of unemployment. There is a good future for
weaving industry, and for shoe-making industry, in this
province and if we encourage these industries, I think we
shall be able to save the province from unemployment,
provided we protect these industries against Cawnpore and
Ahmedabad.
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Again we have spent a good deal of money on education,
and with what result? The report on the progress of
education in this province shows that there has been a fall
of 27,000 students and about 1,000 schools. The cause of
this fall as mentioned in the report is lack of propaganda
work on the part of school inspectors. I do not agree that
that is the real cause. The real cause of this phenomenon
ought to be sought elsewhere. I have a copy before me of
the facts and figures relating to the work of the Education
Minister26 during the last three years. Unfortunately I
cannot go through all these figures within the fixed
time-limit; I would draw your attention only to the special
grants to unaided schools during 1928-29. You will see that
the total number of schools to which grants have been made
is 21. Out of this there are 13 Hindu institutions, 5 Sikh
institutions and 2 Muslim institutions. The grant that goes
to the Hindu institutions is Rs. 16,973, to Sikh institutions
Rs. 8,908 and to Muslim institutions Rs. 2,200. The cause,
therefore, of this remarkable phenomenon must be sought

in the way in which money on education is spent.

Sherwani
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Presidential Address

Delivered by Dr. Mohammad Iqbal at the Annual Session of the All-India
Muslim League, held at Allahabad in 1930

Gentlemen,

I am deeply grateful to you for the honour you have conferred upon me in
inviting me to preside over the deliberations of the All-India Muslim League at
one of the most critical moments in the history of Muslim political thought and
activity in India. I have no doubt that in this great assembly there are men
whose political experience is far more extensive than mine, and for whose
knowledge of affairs I have the highest respect. It will, therefore, be
presumptuous on my part to claim to guide an assembly of such men in the
political decisions which they are called upon to make today. I lead no party; I
follow no leader. I have given the best part of my life to a careful study of
Islam, its law and polity, its culture, its history and its literature. This constant
contact with the spirit of Islam, as it unfolds itself in time, has, I think, given
me a kind of insight into its significance as a world-fact. It is in the light of this
insight, whatever its value, that, while assuming that the Muslims of India are
determined to remain true to the spirit of Islam, I propose, not to guide you in
your decisions, but to attempt the humbler task of bringing clearly to your
consciousness the main principle which, in my opinion, should determine the

general character of these decisions.

Islam and nationalism

It cannot be denied that Islam, regarded as an ethical ideal plus a certain
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kind of polity - by which expression I mean a social structure, regulated by a
legal system and animated by a specific ethical ideal - has been the chief
formative factor in the life-history of the Muslims of India. It has furnished
those basic emotions and loyalties which gradually unify scattered individuals
and groups, and finally transform them into a well-defined people, possessing a
moral consciousness of their own. Indeed it is no exaggeration to say that India
is perhaps the only country in the world where Islam, as a people-building
force, has worked at its best. In India, as elsewhere, the structure of Islam as a
society is almost entirely due to the working of Islam as a culture inspired by a
specific ethical ideal. What I mean to say is that Muslim society, with its
remarkable homogeneity and inner unity, has grown to be what it is, under the
pressure of the laws and institutions associated with the culture of Islam. The
ideas set free by European political thinking, however, are now rapidly
changing the outlook of the present generation of Muslims both in India and
outside India. Our younger men inspired by these ideas, are anxious to see them
as living forces in their own countries, without any critical appreciation of the
facts which have determined their evolution in Europe. In Europe, Christianity
was understood to be a purely monastic order which gradually developed into a
vast Church-organisation. The protest of Luther was directed against this
Church-organisation, not against any system of polity of a secular nature, for
the obvious reason that there was no such polity associated with Christianity.
And Luther was perfectly justified in rising in revolt against this organisation;
though, I think, he did not realize that in the peculiar conditions which obtained
in Europe his revolt would eventually mean the complete displacement of
universal ethics of Jesus by the growth of a plurality of national and hence
narrower systems of ethics. Thus the upshot of the intellectual movement
initiated by such men as Rousseau and Luther was the break-up of the one into
a mutually ill-adjusted many, the transformation of a human into a national
outlook, requiring a more realistic foundation, such as the notion of country,
and finding expression through varying systems of polity evolved on national
lines, i.e., on lines which recognize territory as the only principle of political
solidarity. If you begin with the conception of religion as complete
other-worldliness, then what has happened to Christianity in Europe is perfectly

natural. The universal ethics of Jesus is displaced by national systems of ethics
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and polity. The conclusion to which Europe is consequently driven is that
religion is a private affair of the individual, and has nothing to do with what is
called man's temporal life. Islam does not bifurcate the unity of man into an
irreconcilable duality of spirit and matter. In Islam God and the universe, spirit
and matter, church and state, are organic to each other. Man is not the citizen of
a profane world to be renounced in the interest of a world of spirit situated
elsewhere. To Islam matter is spirit realizing itself in space and time. Europe
uncritically accepted the duality of spirit and matter probably from
Mannichaean thought. Her best thinkers are realizing this initial mistake to-day,
but her statesmen are indirectly forcing the world to accept it as an
unquestionable dogma. It is, then, this mistaken separation of spiritual and
temporal which has largely influenced European religious and political thought,
and has resulted practically in the total exclusion of Christianity from the life of
European states. The result is a set of mutually ill-adjusted states dominated by
interests, not human but national. And these mutually ill-adjusted states, after
trampling over the moral and religious convictions of Christianity, are to-day
feeling the need of a federated Europe, i.e. the need of a unity which the
Christian Church-organisation originally gave them, but which, instead of
reconstructing in the light of Christ's vision of human brotherhood, they
considered it fit to destroy under the inspiration of Luther. A Luther in the
world of Islam, however, is an impossible phenomenon; for here there is no
Church-organisation, similar to that of Christianity in the middle ages, inviting
a destroyer. In the world of Islam we have a universal polity whose
fundamentals are believed to have been revealed, but whose structure, owing to
our legists' want of contact with the modern world, stands today in need of
renewed power by fresh adjustments. I do not know what will be the final fate
of the national idea in the world of Islam, whether Islam will assimilate and
transform it, as it has assimilated and transformed before many ideas expressive
of a different spirit, or allow a radical transformation of its own structure by the
force of this idea, is hard to predict. Professor Wensinck of Leiden (Holland)
wrote to me the other day: "It seems to me that Islam is entering upon a crisis
through which Christianity has been passing for more than a century. The great
difficulty is how to save the foundations of religion when many antiquated

notions have to be given up. It seems to me scarcely possible to state what the
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outcome will be for Christianity, still less what it will be for Islam." At the
present moment the national idea is racialising the outlook of Muslims, and
thus materially counteracting the humanising work of Islam. And the growth of
racial consciousness may mean the growth of standards different and even
opposed to the standards of Islam.

I hope you will pardon me for this apparently academic discussion. To
address this session of the All-India Muslim League you have selected a man
who is not despaired of Islam as a living force for freeing the outlook of man
from its geographical limitations, who believes that religion is a power of the
utmost importance in the life of individuals as well as states, and finally who
believes that Islam is itself Destiny and will not suffer a destiny! Such a man
cannot but look at matters from his own point of view. Do not think that the
problem I am indicating is a purely theoretical one. It is a very living and
practical problem calculated to affect the very fabric of Islam as a system of life
and conduct. On a proper solution of it alone depends your future as a distinct
cultural unit in India. Never in our history Islam has had to stand a greater trial
than the one which confronts it today. It is open to a people to modify,
reinterpret or reject the foundational principles of their social structure; but it is
absolutely necessary for them to see clearly what they are doing before they
undertake to try a fresh experiment. Nor should the way in which I am
approaching this important problem lead anybody to think that I intend to
quarrel with those who happen to think differently. You are a Muslim assembly
and, I suppose, anxious to remain true to the spirit and ideals of Islam. My sole
desire, therefore, is to tell you frankly what I honestly believe to be the truth
about the present situation. In this way alone it is possible for me to illuminate,

according to my light, the avenues of your political action.

The unity of an Indian nation

What, then, is the problem and its implications? Is religion a private
affair? Would you like to see Islam, as a moral and political ideal, meeting the
same fate in the world of Islam as Christianity has already met in Europe? Is it
possible to retain Islam as an ethical ideal and to reject it as a polity in favour of

national polities in which religious attitude is not permitted to play any part?
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This question becomes of special importance in India where the Muslims
happen to be in a minority. The proposition that religion is a private individual
experience is not surprising on the lips of a European. In Europe the conception
of Christianity as a monastic order, renouncing the world of matter and fixing
its gaze entirely on the world of spirit, led, by a logical process of thought, to
the view embodied in this proposition. The nature of the Prophet's religious
experience, as disclosed in the Quran, however, is wholly different. It is not
mere experience in the sense of a purely biological event, happening inside the
experient and necessitating no reactions on its social environment. It is
individual experience creative of a social order. Its immediate outcome is the
fundamentals of a polity with implicit legal concepts whose civic significance
cannot be belittled merely because their origin is revelational. The religious
ideal of Islam, therefore, is organically related to the social order which it has
created. The rejection of the one will eventually involve the rejection of the
other. Therefore, the construction of a polity on national lines, if it means a
displacement of the Islamic principle of solidarity, is simply unthinkable to a
Muslim. This is a matter which at the present moment directly concerns the
Muslims of India. "Man," says Renan, "is enslaved neither by his race nor by
his religion, nor by the course of rivers, nor by the direction of mountain
ranges. A great aggregation of men, sane of mind and warm of heart, creates a
moral consciousness which is called a nation." Such a formation is quite
possible, though it involves the long and arduous process of practically
re-making men and furnishing them with a fresh emotional equipment It might
have been a fact in India if the teachings of Kabir and the Divine Faith of Akbar
had seized the imagination of the masses of this country. Experience, however,
shows that the various caste units and religious units in India have shown no
inclination to sink their respective individualities in a larger whole. Each group
is intensely jealous of its collective existence. The formation of the kind of
moral consciousness which constitutes the essence of a nation in Renan's sense
demands a price which the peoples of India are not prepared to pay. The unity
of an Indian nation, therefore, must be sought, not in the negation, but in the
mutual harmony and cooperation of the many. True statesmanship cannot
ignore facts, however unpleasant they may be. The only practical course is not

to assume the existence of a state of things which does not exist, but to
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recognise facts as they are, and to exploit them to our greatest advantage. And it
is on the discovery of Indian unity in this direction that the fate of India as well
as of Asia really depends. India is Asia in miniature. Part of her people have
cultural affinities with nations in the East, and part with nations in the middle
and west of Asia. If an effective principle of cooperation is discovered in India
it will bring peace and mutual goodwill to this ancient land which has suffered
so long, more because of her situation in historic space than because of any
inherent incapacity of her people. And it will at the same time solve the entire
political problem of Asia.

It is, however, painful to observe that our attempts to discover such a
principle of internal harmony have so far failed. Why have they failed? Perhaps,
we suspect each other's intentions, and inwardly aim at dominating each other.
Perhaps, in the higher interests of mutual cooperation, we cannot afford to part
with monopolies which circumstances have placed in our hands, and conceal
our egoism under the cloak of a nationalism, outwardly simulating a
large-hearted patriotism, but inwardly as narrow-minded as a caste or a tribe.
Perhaps, we are unwilling to recognize that each group has a right to free
development according to its own cultural traditions. But whatever may be the
causes of our failure, I still feel hopeful. Events seem to be tending in the
direction of some sort of internal harmony. And as far as I have been able to
read the Muslim mind, I have no hesitation in declaring that, if the principle
that the Indian Muslim is entitled to full and free development on the lines of
his own culture and tradition in his own Indian homelands is recognized as the
basis of a permanent communal settlement, he will be ready to stake his all for
the freedom of India. The principle that each group is entitled to free
development on its own lines is not inspired by any feeling of narrow
communalism. There are communalisms and communalisms. A community
which is inspired by feeling of ill-will towards other communities is low and
ignoble. I entertain the highest respect for the customs, laws, religious and
social institutions of other communities. Nay, it is my duty, according to the
teachings of the Quran, even to defend their places of worship if need be. Yet I
love the communal group which is source of my life and behaviour;* and which
has formed me what | am by giving me its religion, its literature, its thought, its

culture, and thereby recreating its whole past, as a living operative factor, in my
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present consciousness. Even the authors of the Nehru Report recognise the
value of this higher aspect of communalism. While discussing the separation of
Sind they say: "To say from the larger view-point of nationalism that no
communal provinces should be created is, in a way, equivalent to saying from
the still wider international viewpoint that there should be no separate nations.
Both these statements have a measure of truth in them. But the staunchest
internationalist recognises that without the fullest national autonomy it is
extraordinarily difficult to create the international state. So also without the
fullest cultural autonomy, and communalism in its better aspect is culture, it

will be difficult to create a harmonious nation."

Muslim India within India

Communalism, in its higher aspect, then, is indispensable to the
formation of a harmonious whole in a country like India. The units of Indian
society are not territorial as in European countries. India is a continent of
human groups belonging to different races, speaking different languages and
professing different religions. Their behaviour is not at all determined by a
common race consciousness. Even the Hindus do not form a homogeneous
group. The principle of European democracy cannot be applied to India without
recognising the fact of communal groups. The Muslim demand for the creation
of a Muslim India within India is, therefore, perfectly justified. The resolution
of the All-Parties Muslim Conference at Delhi is, to my mind, wholly inspired
by this noble ideal of a harmonious whole which, instead of stiffling the
respective individualities of its component wholes, affords them chances of
fully working out the possibilities that may be latent in them. And I have no
doubt that this house will emphatically endorse the Muslim demands embodied
in this resolution. Personally I would go further than the demands embodied in
it. I would like to see the Punjab, North-West Frontier Province, Sind and
Baluchistan amalgamated into a single state. Self-Government within the
British Empire, or without the British Empire, the formation of a consolidated
North-West Indian Muslim state appears to me to be the final destiny of the
Muslims at least of the North-West India. The proposal was put forward before

the Nehru Committee. They rejected it on the ground that, if carried into effect,



SR 1Y ¥ e Fry

it would give a very unwieldy state. This is true in so far as the area is
concerned; in point of population the state contemplated by the proposal would
be much less than some of the present Indian provinces. The exclusion of
Ambala Division and perhaps of some districts where non-Muslims
predominate, will make it less extensive and more Muslim in population - so
that the exclusion suggested will enable this consolidated state to give a more
effective protection to non-Muslim minorities within its area. The idea need not
alarm the Hindus or the British. India is the greatest Muslim country in the
world. The life of Islam as a cultural force in this country very largely depends
on its centralisation in a specified territory. This centralisation of the most
living portion of the Muslims of India whose military and police service has,
notwithstanding unfair treatment from the British, made the British rule
possible in this country, will eventually solve the problem of India as well as of
Asia. It will intensify their sense of responsibility and deepen their patriotic
feelings. Thus, possessing full opportunity of development within the
body-politic of India, the North-West Indian Muslims will prove the best
defenders of India against a foreign invasion, be that invasion the one of ideas
or of bayonets. The Punjab with fifty-six per cent Muslim population supplies
fifty-four per cent of the total combatant troops in the Indian Army, and if the
nineteen thousand Gurkhas recruited from the independent state of Nepal are
excluded, the Punjab contingent amounts to sixty two per cent of the whole
Indian Army. This percentage does not take into account nearly six thousand
combatants supplied to the Indian Army by the North-West Frontier Province
and Baluchistan. From this you can easily calculate the possibilities of the
North-West Indian Muslims in regard to the defence of India against foreign
aggression. The Right Hon'ble Mr. Srinivasa Sastri thinks that the Muslim
demand for the creation of autonomous Muslim states along with North-West
border is actuated by a desire "to acquire means of exerting pressure in
emergencies on the Government of India." I may frankly tell him that the
Muslim demand is not actuated by the kind of motive he imputes to us; it is
actuated by a genuine desire for free development which is practically
impossible under the type of unitary government contemplated by the
nationalist Hindu politicians with a view to secure permanent communal

dominance in the whole of India.



rr<

Nor should the Hindus fear that the creation of autonomous Muslim states
will mean the introduction of a kind of religious rule in such states. I have
already indicated to you the meaning of the word religion, as applied to Islam.
The truth is that Islam is not a church. It is state, conceived as a contractual
organism long before Rousseau ever thought of such a thing, and animated by
an ethical ideal which regards man not as an earth-rooted creature, defined by
this or that portion of the earth, but as a spiritual being understood in terms of a
social mechanism, and possessing rights and duties as a living factor in that
mechanism. The character of a Muslim state can be judged from what the
Times of India pointed out sometime ago in a leader on the Indian Banking
Inquiry Committee. "In ancient India," the paper points out, "the state framed
laws regulating the rates of interest; but in Muslim times, although Islam clearly
forbids the realization of interest on money loaned, Indian Muslim states
imposed no restrictions on such rates." I therefore demand the formation of a
consolidated Muslim state in the best interests of India and Islam. For India it
means security and peace resulting from the internal balance of power; for
Islam an opportunity to rid itself of the stamp that Arabian Imperialism was
forced to give it, to mobilize its law, its education, its culture, and to bring them
into closer contact with its own original spirit and with the spirit of modern

times.

Federal states

Thus it is clear that in view of India's infinite variety in climates, races,
languages, creeds and social systems, the creation of autonomous states, based
on the unity of language, race, history, religion and identity of economic
interests, is the only possible way to secure a stable constitutional structure in
India. The conception of federation underlying the Simon Report necessitates
the abolition of the Central Legislative Assembly as a popular assembly, and
makes it an assembly of the representatives of federal states. It further demands
a redistribution of territory on the lines which I have indicated. And the Report
does recommend both. I give my whole-hearted support to this view of the
matter, and venture to suggest that the redistribution recommended in the

Simon Report must fulfil two conditions. It must precede the introduction of the
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new constitution, and must be so devised as to finally solve the communal
problem. Proper redistribution will make the question of joint and separate
electorates automatically disappear from the constitutional controversy of India.

It is the present structure of the provinces that is largely responsible for this

controversy. The Hindu thinks that separate electorates are contrary to the spirit

of true nationalism, because he understands the word nation to mean a kind of
universal amalgamation in which no communal entity ought to retain its private
individuality. Such a state of things, however does not exist. Nor is it desirable
that it should exist. India is the land of racial and religious variety. And to this,
the general economic inferiority of the Muslims, their enormous debt, especially
in the Punjab, and their insufficient majorities in some of the provinces as at
present constituted, and you will begin to see clearly the meaning of our anxiety
to retain separate electorates. In such a country and in such circumstances,
territorial electorates cannot secure adequate representation of all interests, and
must inevitably lead to the creation of an oligarchy. The Muslims of India can
have no objection to purely territorial electorates if provinces are demarcated so
as to secure comparatively homogeneous communities possessing linguistic,

racial, cultural and religious unity.

Federation as understood in the Simon Report

But in so far as the question of the powers of the Central Federal States is
concerned, there is a subtle difference of motive in the constitutions proposed
by the Pandits of India and the Pandits of England. The Pandits of India do not
disturb the central authority as it stands at present. All that they desire is that
this authority should become fully responsible to the Central Legislature which
they maintain intact, and where their majority will become further reinforced on
the nominated element ceasing to exist. The Pandits of England, on the other
hand, realizing that democracy in the centre tends to work contrary to their
interests, and is likely to absorb the whole power now in their hands, in case a
further advance is made towards responsible government, have shifted the
experiment of democracy from the centre to the provinces. No doubt, they
introduce the principle of federation and appear to have made a beginning by

making certain proposals, yet their evaluation of this principle is determined by
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considerations wholly different to those which determine its value in the eyes of
Muslim India. The Muslims demand federation because it is pre-eminently a
solution of India's most difficult problem i.e. the communal problem. The Royal
Commissioners' view of federation, though sound in principle, does not seem to
aim at responsible government for federal states. Indeed it does not go beyond
providing means of escape from the situation which the introduction of
democracy in India has created for the British, and wholly disregards the
communal problem by leaving it where it was.

Thus it is clear that, in so far as real federation is concerned, the Simon
Report virtually negatives the principle of federation in its true significance.
The Nehru Report realizing Hindu majority in the Central Assembly reaches a
unitary form of government because such an institution secures Hindu
dominance throughout India; the Simon Report retains the present British
dominance behind the thin veneer of an unreal federation, partly because the
British are naturally unwilling to part with the power they have so long wielded,
and partly because it is possible for them, in the absence of an inter-communal
understanding in India, to make out a plausible case for the retention of that
power in their own hands. To my mind a unitary form of Government is simply
unthinkable in a self-governing India. What is called 'residuary powers' must be
left entirely to self-governing states, the Central Federal State exercising only
those powers which are expressly vested in it by the free consent of federal
states. I would never advise the Muslims of India to agree to a system, whether
of British or of Indian origin, which virtually negatives the principle of true

federation, or fails to recognize them as a distinct political entity.

Federal scheme as discussed
in the Round Table Conference

The necessity for a structural change in the Central Government was seen
probably long before the British discovered the most effective means for
introducing this change. That is why at a rather late stage it was announced that
the participation of the Indian Princes in the Round Table Conference was
essential. It was a kind of surprise to the people of India, particularly the

minorities, to see the Indian Princes dramatically expressing their willingness at
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the Round Table Conference to join an All-India Federation and, as a result of
their declaration, Hindu delegates - uncompromising advocates of a unitary
form of government - quietly agreeing to the evolution of a federal scheme.
Even Mr. Sastri who, only a few days before, had severely criticised Sir John
Simon for recommending a federal scheme for India, suddenly became a
convert and admitted his conversion in the plenary session of the Conference -
thus offering the Prime Minister of England an occasion for one of his wittiest
observations in his concluding speech. All this has a meaning both for the
British who have sought the participation of the Indian Princes, and the Hindus
who have unhesitatingly accepted the evolution of an All-India Federation. The
truth is that the participation of the Indian Princes - among whom only a few
are Muslims - in a federation scheme serves a double purpose. On the one hand
it serves as an all-important factor in maintaining the British power in India
practically as it is, on the other hand it gives overwhelming majority to the
Hindus in an All-India Federal Assembly. It appears to me that the
Hindu-Muslim differences regarding the ultimate form of the Central
Government are being cleverly exploited by British politicians through the
agency of the Princes who see in the scheme prospects of better security for
their despotic rule. If the Muslims silently agree to any such scheme it will
simply hasten their end as a political entity in India. The policy of the Indian
Federation, thus created, will be practically controlled by Hindu Princes
forming the largest group in the Central Federal Assembly. They will always
lend their support to the Crown in matters of Imperial concern; and in so far as
internal administration of the country is concerned they will help in maintaining
and strengthening the supremacy of the Hindus. In other words the scheme
appears to be aiming at a kind of understanding between Hindu India and the
British Imperialism - you perpetuate me in India, and I in return give you a
Hindu oligarchy to keep all other Indian communities in perpetual subjection. If
therefore the British Indian provinces are not transformed into really
autonomous states, the Princes' participation in a scheme of Indian federation
will be interpreted only as a dexterous move on the part of British politicians to
satisfy, without parting with any real power, all parties concerned - Muslims
with the word federation, Hindus with a majority in the centre, and British

Imperialists - whether Tory or Labourite - with the substance of real power.
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The number of Hindu States in India is far greater than Muslim states;
and it remains to be seen how the Muslim demand for 33 per cent seats in the
Central Federal Assembly is to be met within a House or Houses constituted of
representatives taken from British India as well as Indian states. I hope the
Muslim delegates are fully aware of the implications of the federal scheme as
discussed in the Round Table Conference. The question of Muslim
representation in the proposed All-India Federation has not yet been discussed.
"The interim report," says Renter's summary, "contemplates two chambers in
the Federal Legislature - each containing representatives both of British India
and States, the proportion of which will be a matter of subsequent consideration
under the heads which have not yet been referred to the Sub-Committee." In my
opinion the question of proportion is of the utmost importance, and ought to
have been considered simultaneously with the main question of the structure of
the Assembly.

The best course, I think, would have been to start with a British Indian
Federation only. A federal scheme born of an unholy union between democracy
and despotism cannot but keep British India in the same vicious circle of a
unitary Central Government. Such a unitary form may be of the greatest
advantage to the British, to the majority community in British India and to the
Indian Princes; it can be of no advantage to the Muslims unless they get
majority rights in five out of eleven Indian Provinces with full residuary
powers, and one-third share of seats in the total House of the Federal Assembly.
In so far as the attainment of sovereign powers by the British Indian Provinces
is concerned the position of H.H. the Ruler of Bhopal, Sir Akbar Hydari and
Mr. Jinnah is unassailable. In view, however, of the participation of the Princes
in the Indian Federation we must now see our demand for representation in the
British Indian Assembly in a new light. The question is not one of Muslim
share in a British Indian Assembly, but one which relates to representation of
British Indian Muslims in an All-India Federal Assembly. Our demand for 33
per cent must now be taken as a demand for the same proportion in the
All-India Federal Assembly exclusive of the share allotted to the Muslim states

entering the Federation.

The problem of defence
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The other difficult problem which confronts the successful working of a
federal system in India is the problem of India's defence. In their discussion of
this problem the Royal Commissioners have marshalled all the deficiencies of
India in order to make out a case for Imperial administration of the army. "India
and Britain," say the Commissioners, "are so related that India's defence cannot
now or in any future which is within sight, be regarded as a matter of purely
Indian concern. The control and direction of such an army must rest in the
hands of agents of the Imperial Government. Now, does it necessarily follow
from this that further progress towards the realization of responsible
Government in British India is barred until the work of defence can be
adequately discharged without the help of British officers and British troops?
As things are, there is a block on the line of constitutional advance. All hopes of
evolution in the Central Government towards the ultimate goal described in the
declaration of 20th August 1917 are in danger of being indefinitely frustrated if
the attitude illustrated by the Nehru Report is maintained that any future change
involves the putting of the administration of the army under the authority of an
elected Indian Legislature." Further to fortify their argument they emphasise the
fact of competing religions and rival races of widely different capacity, and try
to make the problem look insoluble by remarking that "the obvious fact, that
India is not, in the ordinary and natural sense, a single nation is nowhere made
more plain than in considering the difference between the martial races of India
and the rest." These features of the question have been emphasised in order to
demonstrate that the British are not only keeping India secure from foreign
menace but are also the "neutral guardians of internal security." However, in
federated India, as I understand federation, the problem will have only one
aspect, i.e. external defence. Apart from provincial armies necessary for
maintaining internal peace, the Indian Federal Congress can maintain, on the
North-West Frontier, a strong Indian Frontier Army, composed of units
recruited from all provinces and officered by efficient and experienced military
men taken from all communities. I know that India is not in possession of
efficient military officers, and this fact is exploited by the Royal
Commissioners in the interest of an argument for Imperial administration. On
this point I cannot but quote another passage from the Report which, to my

mind, furnishes the best argument against the position taken up by the
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Commissioners. "At the present moment," says the Report, "no Indian holding
the King's Commission is of higher army rank than a captain. There are, we
believe, 39 captains of whom 25 are in ordinary regimental employ. Some of
them are of an age which would prevent their attaining much higher rank, even
if they passed the necessary examination before retirement. Most of these have
not been through Sandhurst, but got their Commissions during the Great War.
Now, however genuine may be the desire, and however earnest the endeavour
to work for this transformation the overriding conditions so forcibly expressed
by the Skeen Committee (whose members, apart from the Chairman and the
Army Secretary, were Indian gentlemen) in the words, "Progress... must be
contingent upon success being 'secured at each stage and upon military
efficiency being maintained throughout must in any case render such
development measured and slow. A higher command cannot be evolved at short
notice out of existing cadres of Indian officers, all of junior ranks and limited
experience. Not until the slender trickle of suitable Indian recruits for the
officer class - and we earnestly desire an increase in their numbers - flows in
much greater volume, not until sufficient Indians have attained the experience
and training requisite to provide all the officers for, at any rate, some Indian
regiments, not until such units have stood the only test which can possibly
determine their efficiency, and not until Indian officers have qualified by a
successful army career for high command, will it be possible to develop the
policy of Indianisation to a point which will bring a completely Indianised army
within sight. Even then years must elapse before the process could be
completed."

Now I venture to ask who is responsible for the present state of things? Is
it due to some inherent incapacity of our martial races or to the slowness of the
process of military training? The military capacity of our martial races is
undeniable. The process of military training may be slow as compared to other
processes of human training. I am no military expert to judge this matter. But as
a layman I feel that the argument, as stated, assumes the process to be
practically endless. This means perpetual bondage for India, and makes it all the
more necessary that the Frontier Army, as suggested by the Nehru Report, be
entrusted to the charge of a committee of defence the personnel of which may

be settled by mutual understanding.
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Again it is significant that the Simon Report has given extraordinary
importance to the question of India's land frontier, but has made only passing
references to its naval position. India has doubtless had to face invasions from
her land frontier; but it is obvious that her present masters took possession of
her on account of her defenceless sea coast. A self-governing and free India,
will, in these days have to take greater care of her sea coast than her land
frontiers.

I have no doubt that if a Federal Government is established, Muslim
federal states will willingly agree, for purposes of India's defence, to the
creation of neutral Indian military and naval forces. Such a neutral military
force for the defence of India was a reality in the days of Mughal Rule. Indeed
in the time of Akbar the Indian frontier was, on the whole, defended by armies
officered by Hindu generals. I am perfectly sure that the scheme of a neutral
Indian army, based on a federated India, will intensify Muslim patriotic feeling,
and finally set at rest the suspicion, if any, of Indian Muslims joining Muslims

from beyond the frontier in the event of any invasion.

The alternative

I have thus tried briefly to indicate the way in which the Muslims of India
ought, in my opinion, to look at the two most important constitutional problems
of India. A redistribution of British India, calculated to secure a permanent
solution of the communal problem, is the main demand of the Muslims of India.
If, however, the Muslim demand of a territorial solution of the communal
problem is ignored, then I support, as emphatically as possible, the Muslim
demands repeatedly urged by the All-India Muslim League and the All-India
Muslim Conference. The Muslims of India cannot agree to any constitutional
changes which affect their majority rights, to be secured by separate electorates,
in the Punjab and Bengal, or fail to guarantee them 33 per cent representation in
any Central Legislature. There were two pitfalls into which Muslim political
leaders fell. The first was the repudiated Lucknow Pact which originated in a
false view of Indian nationalism, and deprived the Muslims of India from
chances of acquiring any political power in India. The second is the
narrow-visioned sacrifice of Islamic solidarity in the interest of what may be

called Punjab Ruralism resulting in a proposal which virtually reduces the
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Punjab Muslims to a position of minority. It is the duty of the League to
condemn both the Pact and the proposal.

The Simon Report does great injustice to the Muslims in not
recommending a statutory majority for the Punjab and Bengal. It would either
make the Muslims stick to the Lucknow Pact or agree to a scheme of joint
electorates. Despatch of the Government of India on the Simon Report admits
that since the publication of that document the Muslim community has not
expressed its willingness to accept any of the alternatives proposed by the
Report. The despatch recognizes that it may be a legitimate grievance to
deprive the Muslims in the Punjab and Bengal of representation in the councils
in proportion to their population merely because of weightage allowed to
Muslim minorities elsewhere. But the despatch of the Government of India fails
to correct the injustice of the Simon Report. In so far as the Punjab is concerned
- and this is the most crucial point - it endorses the so-called 'carefully balanced
scheme' worked out by the official members of the Punjab Government which
gives the Punjab Muslims a majority of two over the Hindus and Sikhs
combined, and a proportion of 49 per cent of the Houses as a whole. It is
obvious that the Punjab Muslims cannot be satisfied with less than a clear
majority in the total House. However, Lord Irwin and his Government do
recognize that the justification for communal electorates for majority
communities would not cease unless a two-third majority of the Muslim
members in a provincial council unanimously agree to surrender the right of
separate representation. I cannot however understand why the Government of
India, having recognized the legitimacy of Muslim grievance, have not had the
courage to recommend a statutory majority for the Muslims in the Punjab and
Bengal.

Nor can the Muslims of India agree to any such changes which fail to
create at least Sind as a separate province and treat the North-West Frontier
Province as a province of inferior political status. I see no reason why Sind
should not be united with Baluchistan and turned into a separate province. It
has nothing in common with the Bombay Presidency. In point and civilization
the Royal Commissioners find it more akin to Mesopotamia and Arabia than
India. The Muslim geographer Mas'udi noticed this kinship long ago when he

said, "Sind is a country nearer to the dominions of Islam." The first Omayyad
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ruler is reported to have said of Egypt: "Egypt has her back towards Africa and

face towards Arabia." With necessary alterations the same remark describes the
exact situation of Sind. She has her back towards India and face towards
Central Asia. Considering further the nature of her agricultural problems which
can invoke no sympathy from the Bombay Government, and her infinite

commercial possibilities, dependent on the inevitable growth of Karachi into a
second metropolis of India, it is unwise to keep her attached to a Presidency

which, though friendly to-day, is likely to become a rival at no distant period.

Financial difficulties, we are told, stand in the way of separation. I do not know

of any definite authoritative pronouncement on the matter. But, assuming there

are any such difficulties, I see no reason why the Government of India should
not give temporary financial help to a promising province in her struggle for
independent progress.

As to the North-West Frontier Province, it is painful to note that the
Royal Commissioners have practically denied that the people of this province
have any right to reform. They fall far short of the Bray Committee, and the
council recommended by them is merely a screen to hide the autocracy of the
Chief Commissioner. The inherent right of the Afghan to light a cigarette is
curtailed merely because he happens to be living in a powder house. The Royal
Commissioners' epigrammatic argument is pleasant enough, but far from
convincing. Political reform is light, not fire; and to light every human being is
entitled whether he happens to live in a powder house or a coal mine. Brave,
shrewd and determined to suffer for his legitimate aspirations, the Afghan is
sure to resent any attempt to deprive him of opportunities of full
self-development. To keep such a people contented is in the best interest of
both England and India. What has recently happened in that unfortunate
province is the result of a step-motherly treatment shown to the people since the
introduction of the principle of self-government in the rest of India. I only hope
that the British statesmanship will not obscure its view of the situation by
hoodwinking itself into the belief that the present unrest in the province is due
to any extraneous causes.

The recommendation for the introduction of a measure of reform in the
N.W.F.P. made in the Government of India's despatch is also unsatisfactory. No

doubt the despatch goes further than the Simon Report in recommending a sort
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of representative Council and a semi-representative cabinet, but it fails to treat
this important Muslim province on an equal footing with the other Indian
Provinces. Indeed the Afghan is, by instinct, more fitted for democratic

institutions than any other people in India.

Round Table Conference

I think I am now called upon to make a few observations on the Round
Table Conference. Personally, I do not feel optimistic as to the results of this
conference. It was hoped that away from the actual scene of the communal
strife, and in a changed atmosphere, better councils would prevail; and a
genuine settlement of the differences between the two major communities of
India would bring India's freedom within sight. Actual events, however, tell a
different tale. Indeed the discussion of the communal question in London has
demonstrated, more clearly than ever, the essential disparity between the two
great cultural units of India. Yet the Prime Minister of England apparently
refuses to see that the problem of India is international and not national. He is
reported to have said that "his Government would find it difficult to submit to
Parliament proposals for the maintenance of separate electorates, since joint
electorate were much more in accordance with British democratic sentiments."
Obviously he did not see that the model of British democracy cannot be of any
use in a land of many nations; and that a system of separate electorates is only a
poor substitute for a territorial solution of the problem. Nor is the Minorities
Sub-Committee likely to reach a satisfactory settlement. The whole question
will have to go before the British Parliament; and we can only hope that the
keen sighted representatives of the British nation, unlike most of our Indian
politicians will be able to pierce through the surface of things and see clearly
the true fundamentals of peace and security in a country like India. To base a
constitution on the concept of a homogenous India, or to apply to India
principles dictated by British democratic sentiments, is unwittingly to prepare
her for a civil war. As far as I can see, there will be no peace in the country until
the various people that constitute India are given opportunities of free
self-development on modern lines without abruptly breaking with their past.

I am glad to be able to say that our Muslim delegates fully realize the

importance of a proper solution of what I call India's international problem.
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They are perfectly justified in pressing for a solution of the communal question
before the question of responsibility in the Central Government is finally
settled. No Muslim politician should be sensitive to the taunt embodied in that
propaganda word - communalism - expressively devised to exploit what the
Prime Minister calls the British democratic sentiment, and to mislead England
into assuming a state of things which does not really exist in India. Great
interests are at stake. We are seventy million, and far more homogenous than
any other people in India. Indeed, the Muslims of India are the only Indian
people who can fitly be described as a nation in the modern sense of the word.
The Hindus, though ahead of us in almost all respects, have not yet been able to
achieve the kind of homogeneity which is necessary for a nation and which
Islam has given you as a free gift. No doubt they are anxious to become a nation
but the process of becoming a nation is a kind of travail, and in the case of
Hindu India, involves a complete overhauling of her social structure. Nor
should the Muslim leaders and politicians allow themselves to be carried away
by the subtle but fallacious argument that Turkey and Persia and other Muslim
countries are progressing on national i.e. territorial lines. The Muslims of India
are differently situated. The countries of Islam outside India are practically
wholly Muslim in population. The minorities there belong, in the language of
the Quran, to the 'people of the Book. There are no social barriers between
Muslims and the 'people of the Book." A Jew or Christian or a Zoroastrian does
not pollute the food of a Muslim by touching it, and the Law of Islam allows
intermarriage with the 'people of the Book.' Indeed the first practical step that
Islam took towards the realization of a final combination of humanity was to
call upon peoples possessing practically the same ethical ideal to come forward
and combine. The Quran declares, "O people of the Book! Come let us join
together on the 'word' (Unity of God), that is common to us all." The wars of
Islam and Christianity, and, later, European aggression in its various forms,
could not allow the infinite meaning of this verse to work itself out in the world
of Islam. Today it is being gradually being realized in the countries of Islam in
the shape of what is called Muslim Nationalism.

It is hardly necessary for me to add that the soul test of the success of our
delegates is the extent to which they are able to get the non-Muslim delegates of

the Conference to agree to our demands as embodied in the Delhi Resolution. If
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these demands are not agreed to, then a question of a very great and
far-reaching importance will arise for the community. Then will arrive the
moment for an independent and concerted political action by the Muslims of
India. If you are at all serious about your ideals and aspirations you must be
ready for such an action. Our leading men have done a good deal of political
thinking, and their thought has certainly made us, more or less, sensitive to the
forces which are now shaping the destinies of peoples in India and outside
India. But I ask, has this thinking prepared us for the kind of action demanded
by the situation which may arise in the near future? Let me tell you frankly that,
at the present moment, the Muslims of India are suffering from two evils. The
first is the want of personalities. Sir Malcolm Hailey and Lord Irvin were
perfectly correct in their diagnosis when they told the Aligarh University that
the community had failed to produce leaders. By leaders I mean men who, by
Divine gift or experience, possess a keen perception of the spirit and destiny of
Islam, along with an equally keen perception of the trend of modern history.
Such men are really the driving forces of a people, but they are God's gift and
cannot be made to order. The second evil from which the Muslims of India are
suffering is that the community is fast losing what is called the herd-instinct.
This makes it possible for individuals and groups to start independent careers
without contributing to the general thought and activity of the community. We
are doing today in the domain of politics what we have been doing for centuries
in the domain of religion. But sectional bickerings in religion do not much harm
to our solidarity. They at least indicate an interest in what makes the sole
principle of our structure as a people. Moreover, this principle is so broadly
conceived that it is almost impossible for a group to become rebellious to the
extent of wholly detaching itself from the general body of Islam. But diversity
in political action, at a moment when concerted action is needed in the best
interest of the very life of our people, may prove fatal. How shall we, then,
remedy these two evils? The remedy of the first evil is not in our hands. As to
the second evil I think it is possible to discover a remedy. I have got definite
views on the subject; but I think it is proper to postpone their expression till the
apprehended situation actually arises. In case it does arise leading Muslims of
all shades of opinion will have to meet together, not to pass resolutions, but

finally to determine the Muslim attitude and to show the path to tangible
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achievement. In this address I mentioned this alternative only because I wish
that you may keep it in mind, and give some serious thought to it in the

meantime.

The conclusion

Gentlemen, | have finished. In conclusion I cannot but impress upon you
that the present crisis in the history of India demands complete organisation and
unity of will and purpose in the Muslim community, both in your own interest
as a community, and in the interest of India as a whole. The political bondage
of India has been and is a source of infinite misery to the whole of Asia. It has
suppressed the spirit of the East, and wholly deprived her of that joy of
self-expression which once made her the creator of a great and glorious culture.
We have a duty towards India where we are destined to live and die. We have a
duty towards Asia, especially Muslim Asia. And since 70 millions of Muslims
in a single country constitute a far more valuable asset to Islam than all the
countries of Muslim Asia put together, we must look at the Indian problem not
only from the Muslim point of view but also from the standpoint of the Indian
Muslim as such. Our duty towards Asia and India cannot be loyally performed
without an organised will fixed on a definite purpose. In your own interest, as a
political entity among other political entities of India, such an equipment is an
absolute necessity. Our disorganized condition has already confused political
issues vital to the life of the community. I am not hopeless of an intercommunal
understanding but I cannot conceal from you the feeling that in the near future
our community may be called upon to adopt an independent line of action to
cope with the present crisis and an independent line of political action, in such a
crisis, is possible only to a determined people, possessing a will focalised by a
single purpose. Is it possible for you to achieve the organic wholeness of a
unified will? Yes, it is. Rise above sectional interests and private ambitions, and
learn to determine the value of your individual and collective action, however
directed on material ends, in the light of the ideal which you are supposed to
represent. Pass from matter to spirit. Matter is diversity; sprit is light, life and
unity. One lesson I have learnt from the history of Muslims. At critical moments

in their history it is Islam that has saved Muslims and not vice versa. If today
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you focus your vision on Islam and seek inspiration from the ever-vitalising
idea embodied in it, you will be only reassembling your scattered forces,
regaining your lost integrity, and thereby saving yourself from total destruction.
One of the profoundest verses in the Holy Quran teaches us that the birth and

rebirth of the whole of humanity is like the birth and rebirth of a single
individual. Why cannot you who, as a people, can well claim to be the first
practical exponent of this superb conception of humanity, live and move and
have your being as a single individual? I do not mystify anybody when I say
that things in India are not what they appear to be. The meaning of this,
however, will dawn upon you only when you have achieved a real collective
ego to look at them. In the words of the Quran, "Hold fast to yourself; no one

who erreth can hurt you, provided you are well-guided." (5:104)
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