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SHARF CRITICISM

"But all those deep YWestern Influences did not blind
lgbal's eye to the dangers of a complete surrender to
Western civillisation. On the contrary, his wiork is filled with
sharp criticism  of VWestern thought, and, more than that,
Western politics. WWe must confess the some of his political
views are ong sided, and belong to a passed historical
situation. For Igbal, the VWest is, in its present situation, the
personification of intellectualism, without hte spark of
Diving love, and therefore dangerous, Satanic. East knows
the Divine Jove but is submerged in sweet dreams, and is
not awae of the dangers of Western infiltration. It is
inclined to an imitation of the outward form of VWestern life
without understanding. lts inner meaning. The outbursts of
the poet againt modern Turkey and Iran must be
understood from this point of wiew. He himself
acknowledged gratefully the megthodical work of VWestemn
thinkers, and the education the had received there. But the
fact that the VWest "cruclfles the spirt of Christ every day"
by unsocial behaviour and colonisatory methods this fact,
expressed in the Javidnama by the spirit of Tolstoy, has

caused the hitterest attacks of the poet philosopher
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The Golory of Igbhal which has made him join the
rank of the Immortals' lies in the fact that he is a 'Poet of
Life' and is jbroad and variegated as Life itself. His mind is
not closed to any impression; the windows of his sould are
open on all side. He has compared himself to a diamond
of many facts. If | call him a Poet of Life one would
naturally ask what is life. The simplest answer would be
that Life is a goad-seking activity. From amoba to man life
seeks not only t preserve itself in its status quo but to
enrich and expand and perpetuste itself.
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t happens only a few times in a century, and
perhaps even less, that a great personality either from
East or from VWest tries to combine the most characteristic
features of both Eastern and Western cultures. One of
these out standing personalities in out centrwy is lgbal, the
spiritual father of Pakistan, a man whose work has
interested VWestern scholars more than that of nay other
contemporary oriental thinker. As R.A. Micholson said, in
him "East and West met though it would be too much to
say that they were united.”
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Ut e JStray Reflections-

Mietzsche and Jalal-ud-din Rumi
Comparisons, they say, are odious. | want,

howewer, to draw your attention to a literary comparison
which is exceedingly instructive and cannot be regarded as
odious. Micizsche and Maulana Jalal-ud-Din Rumi stand at
the opposite poles of thought but in the history of literature
and thought it is the points of contact and departure which
consitute centres of special interest. In spite of the
enormous intellectual distance that lies between them
these twio great poet philosophers seem to be in perfect
agreement with regard to the practical bearing of their
thought on life. Mietzsche saw the decadence of the
human type around him, disclosed the subtle forces that
had been working fot it, and finally attempted to adumbrate
the type of life adequate to the task of our planet. "MNot how
man is preserved, but how man is surpassed.” was the
keynote of Mietzche's thought. The superb Rumi born to
the Muslim world at a time when evervating modes of life
and thought and an outwardly beautiful but imwvardhy
dewitalising literature had almost completely sucked up the
blood of Muslim Asia and paved the way for an easy
victory for the Tartar was not less keenly alive than
Mietzsche to the poverty of life, incompetence, inadequacy
and decay of the body social of which he formed a part
and percel. See with what unerring insight he describes
the corroding disease of his society and suggests the ideal

type of Muslim manhood.
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lgbal's concept of God has devilated wery much
from the common Muslim belief. For him there is no
fore-knowledge in the mund of God of a detailed plan of

creation which has to realise itself in the processes of time.
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lbn-e-Sina and Farabi said that all real knowledge is
knowledge of universals only and tehrefore God has no
knowledge of the particulars. Igbal in company with
Bergson has advanced a steop furhter and says that God
could not be creative if he were merely implementing a
plan that existed from eternity: His activity is free Igbal
dentes any predestination and any divine knowledge of it
This makes man also free although within great limitations;
man is destined to be an architect of his own fate It is his
destiny to realise his potentialities free, free from the
mechanical compulsion of the physical universe and free
from any compeling will of God. God created man in His
own image and therefore he must share God's attribute of
freewill. According to the Quran humanity and freedom of
will emerged at the same tiem. Man's first act of
disobedience was an announcement of this fact. It was the
dangercus and risky gift of free will which the rest of the
creation refused to accept; man accepted it, although if
improperty used it may make him sink to the lowest abwyss:
through ignorance and tyranny. Again to guote the Quran.
zod could have made everyone a beliver but He did not
choose to creat wirtuous automations. It is the purpose of
man's life to unify his will with the will of God but this
lifeexalting surrender must be a woluntary act of a free

being. Progress of life is progress in freedom.
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The b & Stray  Reflections of & 1 JUT ce S AP0
—rEf e S Present

FPeople extol the past and deprecate the present, not
understanding that the present is the whole of the past
concentrated in one point.
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Hawve we Sot the Point?



